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In reply to the question so often asked, 
—Is China, in spite of the prejudices 

5 | and ignorance of her rulers, really dis- 
536 | posed in her heart towards progress ? 
we have never seen our way to answer 


Now and then there are in- 
8 that if the Mandarinate, that 
oppressive and stifling “old man of 
the sea,” could be induced to relax ite 
grasp, the people would eagerly take a 
long deep breath of the invigorating 
air of Freedom ; but the pressure is too 
tight at present, and has been fastened 
too Jong and too firmly round the nae 
tion’s throat for her to show any very 





544 | strong evidences of vitality. Still we 
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must not shut our eyes to tho signs of 
hope that are apparent in certain 
directions. We find a promising indicn 
tion in an unlooked for quarter, viz., the 
Peking Gazette. 

For years, all mention of the intrasive 
and objectionable barbarian was omitted 
from those pages; bat Intely we find 
acknowledgments of the existence 
and activity of the Western sojourners 








| anmistakeably apparent. Foreign loans 


have been alluded to as possible and 
lable sources of revenue in the 
present distressed condition of the 
Imperial finances, and we gather from 
certain paragraphs in the aforesaid 
Gaselte, and from other trustworthy 
sources, that there is a strong and 
influential party in Peking in favour 
of negotiating these loans on a large 
scale, aud an equally atrong one, beaded 
or at least inspired by Tang-siin, 
President of the Board of Revenue, 
opposed to it. Thus the co-operation of 
foreigners is desired by one group of 
statesmen, and the fact that a practical 
avenue of extrication from fiscal em- 
barrassment is the borrowing of money 
from Earopean capitalists, bas been. 
| admitted by all. 














Nor is this all. In the Gaxette of the 
17th instant, we find a reference to the 
Electric Telegraph, and a few days be- 
fore this the Governor of Fukbien mer 
tions the foreign dredger he has recently 
purchased at Foochow. ‘These are 
surely indications not to be passed over, 
of the dawn of liberal ideas. The 
Government is as obstructive as ever, 
and we believe as corrupt as ever; but 
there is evidently now to be perceived 
that most satisfactory of all sights, 
growing liberal public opinion. The 
Peking Gazette is related to a European 
newspaper as an Egyptian mommy 
is related tos living man, but it is 
satisfactory to see a few rays of light 
straggling through so dense a literary 
medium as the Government organ of 
China. 

It is clear that, though mere straws, 
these indications of popular interest in 
the proceedings of foreigners show 
which way the wind is setting. The 
hopelessness of getting the Imperial 
Government to do anything practical 
at this terrible crisis, has compelled the 
officials who come in contact with the 
masses to see if any modes of relief 
can be found by studying the despised 
plans and examining the ridiculed in. 
ventions and appliances of the bar- 
barian, This is a noteworthy feature 
in the present state of feeling in China, 
At last, never mind how it bas been 
brought about, we have officials who 
are not afraid to acknowledge the 
presence of foreigners, and to allow 
that they have something to teach, 
which it is in the interests of the black- 
baired race to learn. There are two 
glaring defects in the China of to-day. 
The absence of money and the 
adequate means of communication be- 
tween different portions of the Em- 
pire. The Peking Gaxette recognises 
the necessity for a European loan 
to recrait the exhausted Imperial 
exchequer, and also recognises the 
advantages of the electric teiegraph. 
‘These are points gained, and we must 
be thankful for smell mercies. It is 
interesting to conjecture how far the 
newspapers published in Chinese de- 
serve the credit of educating public 
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opinion thus far. The Shén-pao has 
a large circulation, and is widely read 
by officials of every class and grade. 
Some are a little afraid of it. Recently 
it drew attention to a theatrical per- 
formance given by the Tactai of Ningpo, 
and so a matter which the Magistrate 
was auxious to keep quiet got wind 
and reached head-quarters. ‘Thus, 
though so far in @ bomble and 
inadequate degree, the native Press is 
becoming 2 Power. Tho revelations 
freely made in the Shin-pao may bi 
emboldened the writers in the Peking 
Gasette, 








Summary of Hews 








The English mail of tho 12th Apri 
arrived Wednest y, by the P, & O. steam- 
ship Thibet. 

The American mail of the 19th April, 
arrived Thuraday, by the MLB, steamship 
Saikio Maru, 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow, for Europe, by 
the P. & O, ateamship Lonbardy. 





RRUTER'A TELRORAMH, 
Supplind to the  NoG, Daily News.” 
London, 17th May. 


Iumian Agents aro nogociating for the 
piurclino of ahpa auitablo for privatoors, in 
tho United States, 





19h May. 

Notwithstanding the pacitic tone of the 
Prons at St. Petersburg, the Russians con- 
tinue to mass troups nearer to Constan- 
tinople. 

‘The Russians are also advancing nearer 
to Gallipoli. 

‘Their Headquarters remain at St. Stefano. 

21st May. 

Count Sclouvaloff has left St. Petersburg 
on his return for London. 

Russian semi-otticial journals stato that 
tho recent movements’ of troops in the 
neighbourhood of Constantinople have been 
ordered only for reasons connected with the 
health of the soldiers, and that an occupa- 
tion of Constantinople is not intended. 

General 'fodleben has assured the Porte 
that the movements are not hostile. 

‘The withdrawal of the British squadron 
is contradicted, and the ships are still in the 
Sea of Marmora. 











22nd May. 

In reply to a question in the House of 
Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said that the Government had not yet 
formally approved of the Chefoo Conven- 
tion. “An early decision is probable but 
several clauses require the assent of other 
‘Treaty Powers. ‘The Indian Government 
hhad been consulted as to the clauses bear- 
ing upon the Opium Trade. 

Riotous refugees entered the Palace of 
‘Tchegaran, Constantinople, and cheered the 
ex-Sultan Murad V. The rioters refused 
to disperse and were then fired upon by 
the military. 

‘The Government having been questioned 
in Parliament as to the cession of territory 
to the British subjects in Borneo, the 
Ghancellor of the Exchequer replied that 
the decision in the matter was deferred 
until the arrival of the promoters. 

‘The Attorney General, in answer to a 
question, stated that the Government had 











received’ no information as to vessels being 
bought in America by the Russians and 
destined to be used as privateers. 


There is nothing in the minutes of the 
Municipal Council, published on another 
page, calling for special remark.—The 
‘Land Registration Committee's report was 
submitted and considered, and it was un- 
animously agreed that the establishment of 
a Land Office, with a regular Surveyor, &., 
attached to it, involving a considerable 
outlay for two or three years, is quite 
unnecessary, as the Council at present have 
a Land Office where all transfers of land 
are registered when received from the 
different Consulates.—Tho draft of the By- 
law respecting the building of native hoses 
was also submitted; and the proposed 
building regulations were approved by the 
Council, with the exception of Rules 
6 and 9, which thoy think should be 
omitted. 

A Postal Notification has been forwarded 
us, which says a Customs courier will be 
despatched from Tientsin to Peking daily 
between 4.30 and 10.30 p.m., according to 
the arrival of steamers from the South, 
‘Tho courier will deliver his mails at Peking 
within 16 hours, except in times of heavy 
rainfalls or floods. ‘The Postal Department 
of tho Inspectorate General of Customs 
will dispatch a courier daily at noon, carry- 
ing mails for Tiontsin, Newchwang, Chofoo. 
and Shanghai only. Tho Postal Depart- 
ment, Custom Hono, will make 
up m mail for evory steamer leaving for 
Nowchwang, Chofvownd Shanghai, Portage 
in payablo by tho sender, ‘The above 
arrangements commenced on the tbth 
instant, 

Numerous robberies have been commit- 
tod of late in the neighbourhood of the Bub- 
bling Well Road, and it would appear from 
the systematic mainer in which the thieves 
go to work that there is a regular gang, and 
the most remarkable part of it is that they 
seem to have made their advent with the 
annual fair that takes place overy Spring 
time at the Bubbling Well. ‘The occasions 
chosen by the thieves to make theso raids 
are generally dark or stormy nights, when 
both foreigners and their servants are 
closely housed. ‘The latter are, as a rule, 
great cowards, or very superstitious with re- 
gard to or during a storm, and mostly hide 
themselves in their beds, and if they hear 
a noise will rarely get up to see what is the 
matter, because thoy fear “too muchee 
devilo,” so that the thief can proceed with 
his work uninterrupted. One night (about 
a fortnight since), we aro informed, some 
thieves made an attempt at burglary at two 
recently built houses on the Road, but were 
disturbed, and in their haste to get off left 
their knife behind them. ‘The same night 
they visited a villa near the Cross Road, 
but were also disturbed there in an attempt 
to get into the drawing room. In this 
instance they left some China paper, used 
for lighting purposes, behind them. From 
thence it appears they visited a house 
near the Judge’s bungalow, entered the 
kitchen and stole a quantity of cook- 
ing pans. Several attempts have been 
made since at other houses, but they only 
resulted in the servants’ clothing being 
taken, or some trifling article of little value. 
We understand one of the more brave 
residents on the Road, well known for 
his determination, has posted a notice out- 





























jide his gate warning ‘natives about enter- 
ing the premises ‘at Night, as firearms are 
kept loaded on the premises. Whether 
this will deter thieves from venturing 
there remains to be seen. We should think 
a good savage dog would be of more use 
than the firearms or the Chinese notice. 
It isa great pity the Police have not some 
jurisdiction on the road, as the knowledge 
of their being about might deter many of 
these vagabonds from loitering about the 
neighbourhood. 

‘The Malay scatman, named Batchow, who 
was sentenced about'a month ayo to two 
years’ imprisonment in H.B.M.’s Supreme 
Court for doing grievous bodily harm to 
Alexander Brash, chiof mate of the’barquo 
Maid Marian, escaped on Sunday froni the 
British gaol. Some coolics were engaged 
carrying mud into the goal, and the entrance 
door was left open. Batchow’ was thon 
in the yard, and availed himself of the 
‘opportunity to walk out. His absence 
was soon discovered, and tho polico were 
speedily communicated with, but the run- 
away's whereabouts were not discovered 
until Tuesday evening, when he was 
captured by Deighton, « Mulay boarding- 
house master, on board a German barqtie in 
tho river, a warrant to ncarch the barque 
and remove tho prinoner if found having 
boon granted by the German Consul, On 
‘Thursday tho privoner was brought up at 
tho Police Court, and committed for trial, 

‘Tho anniversary movting of the Shung- 
hai Tomporance Society was held ‘Thursday 
evoning at the hall in the Nanking toad, Mr. 
C. P. Blethen, the President, in tho chi 
‘Tea was served at seven o'clock, ‘and the 
customary entertainment took place after- 
wards. For this, an attractive programme 
had been arranged, including songs, inusic, 
and recitations. ‘Two Indies kindly con- 
sented to sing on the occasion, and ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Very Rov. 
the Dean and the Rev. W. Muirhead. 

Woe are pleased to learn that the Flower 
Show was not the financial failure it was 
feared would be the case. The receipts, 
however, were not nearly so large as last 
year, when the weather was most unfavour- 
able. This, of itself, would seem to prove 
that the Show has decreased in popularity ; 
but it is difficult to believe that such is the 
case. 332 persons visited the show during 
the two days it was open, at an entrance feo 
of Leach. $256.50 were taken at the gates, 
and $75.50 were received at the different 
stores where tickets were sold. The total 
amount awarded in prizes was $122, of 
which members of the Committee gained 
just half, namely $61. Messrs. W. H. 
Tapp and J. Wilson, members of the 
Committee, were the greatest prize-takers, 
but they were satisfied with a small 
gift for their gardeners. The Band 
charges were something like $130—a rather 
large amount—and there were other in- 
cidental expenses for erecting the tents, 
coolie hire, éc., &c. It is thought the 
income will about cover the expenditure 
and nothing more, a result scarcely worthy 
of the efforts to make the Show successful. 

‘The local banks are announced to close 
on Monday, the 27th instant, in celebra- 
tion of the Queen's birthday. Yesterday, 
the 24ti, the true date, was observed at 
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both the British Consulate and the Registry 
and Shipping Offices, all of which were 
closed to business. 

Wednesday the volunteers were favoured 
with exceptionally fine weather for the 
battalion parade. About 80 members, in- 
cluding the. band, were present, and were 
marched, to the race-course, where Major 
Hart put them through a variety of bat- 
talion movements, including skirmishing, 
in the latter of which a considerable quan- 
tity of powder was expended. The force 
was thon marched back to the Bund, and 
dismissed. 

We are grieved to hear of the death of 
Rey. Mr. Whiting at Tai-yuen-fu, on the 
25th April, He wont thither with Messrs. 
Hill and Turner on account of the famine 
relief, and shortly after arriving was taken 
ill of cold apparently, which ended in 
typhus fever. He sutfered for 18 days, 
during which time he was kindly watched 
over by the Rev. Mr. Richard and a native 
assintant. He has left a widow, now in 
China, who has our warmest sympathy 
while we mourn over the loss which she, 
and the mission with which they were con- 
nected, and the work on which he had just 
entered, have been called on to nustain, 
‘Thin mattor of famine roliof in « huzardous 
tndortaking, and full of danger to life from 
tho assuciations round about it, Catholic 
ond Protestant missionaries in the field 
havo Uns boon lod to suffer from their 
connection with tho acene of distros: 
thom, and we consider their part 
work as an act of Christian hervit 

‘At a meoting of tho China Famine Relief 
Committoc, held yesterday, it was u 
tioned that tho p of those engaged 
in the work of distribution was often a 
very trying and hazardous one. {t was 
stated by a gentleman present, and who 
had been actively engaged in the work, that 
while hoavy demands are made on the 
physical health and strength of the dis- 
tributors in the famine districts, very few 
of the necessaries, not to speak of the com- 
forts, of life are to obtained there. An appeal 
was suggested to the kindly disposed in 
this community for a supply of tinned meats 
and provisions of various kinds. The Rev. 
Dr. Nevius, at the American Mission Press, 
would be glad to make a selection of what 
would be most needful in this respect, or 
communicate with any one who was willing 
to assist the work of Famine Relief in this 

‘The health and life of the Mission- 
engaged in these interior districts are 
of the utmost importance in carrying out 
their benevolent labours, and any kindness 
shown in this form would be warmly appre- 
ciated. 

Some further subscriptions to the China 
Famine Relief Fund have been published. 
They include the fourteenth donation 
from London, of Tis. 4,000; the third 
donation from Canton, of Tis. 719.28; 
members of the Shanghai Police Force 
(per Mr. C. E. Penfold,) Tis. 29.12; ad 
some private subscriptions from such far 
distant places as Lahore, Leith, New York, 
&c.—The new subscriptions amount to 
‘Tis. 4,876.81; the total collected to date 
to Tis. 109,090.79 ; and the balance remain- 
ing in the bands of the Treasurer is 
‘Ts, 11,688.62. 
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We hear that the fast-breaking ranks of 
“the little army engaged in the distribution 
of relief,” as Mr. Forrest aptly calls the 
‘Missionaries in the North, will be strength- 
ened by two more volunteers, Messrs. 
Leaman and Mellvaine, who have volun- 
teered to proceed at once to the famine* 
stricken districts. 

‘We have been favoured with a telegram 
from the agent of the P. & O. Company to 
the etfect that a Dutch mail steamer had 
collided with the Khedice, which has on 
board the English mail of the 26th April, 
due here on the 8th prox. ‘The Khedice is 
said to be seriously damaged, and would 
be docked at Singapore.—A lator telegram 
states that the Ahedive had anchored in 
Penang harbour. ‘The mails, passengers, 














and cargo were safe, but the ship, it is said, 
cannot leave Singapore without anew stem 
and twenty plates. She was expected to 
arrive at Singapore in five day 

Messrs. MacGregor, Gow, & Co.'s str. 
Gleneagles, Captain McBain, from Hankow, 
passed the Red Buoy at 11.10 a.m. yestur- 
day, and, without stopping, proceeded to 
tea. 

‘The British barque G. 1’, Ray loft again 
uy, with a now 
venti 
Police 
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on board. tn 
the Polico Court, Captain Forrust, tho 
inantor, was fined 86 on two charges of 
asenult—#5 on each chargo—and ordered 
to pay the cunts, wh charge of 
assault proferred against him was dis- 
missod, ‘The mate, Joseph Barrett, was sent 
to gaol for one month for refusing to proceed. 
with the ship to sea, and inciting the crew to 
do the same; and seven of the men were 
‘committed to prison for one week each for 
refusing duty. Captain Forrest withheld the 
wages due to the mate and two of the men, 
named Hughson and Stone, in part payiaent 
of the expenses the vessel had incurred 
in returning to port. ‘The other men had 
only a little money due. ‘The mate, Hugh- 
and Stone, then entered actions in the 
Civil Summary Court against the Captain 
to recover their wages. The Captain pre- 
sented a statement showing that the 
expenses incurred amounted to about $600, 
and Mr. C. FR, Allen, the Vice-Consul. 
who heard the case, reduced this amount 
to $344, and ordered the Captain to pay 

















half, the mate a quarter, and the two 
seamen the remaining quarter between 
them. 

Captain Jushua Paul, master of the 
British barque Nurdoo, which’ arrived a 
few days ago from Sydney, has reported 
to Mr. Tapp, H.B.M.’s Registrar of 
Shipping, that during the passage he 
discovered two dangerous rocky patches, 
which are not marked on any chart, 
either private or Admiralty. At 10 a.m. 
on the 25th April, the man at the wheel 
saw a lung patch of smooth discoloured 
water on the starboard beam. Everything 
was gut ready to tack to stand towards it, 
when another patch was seen nearly ahead, 
and the veisel passed not more than thirty 
feet from it. It proved to be a rocky patch 
not more than four to six feet under the 
surface of the water, and from twenty to 
thirty feet across, either way. ‘The water 





round it was of the usual colour, and the 
Tock itself appeared to be steep and clear of 
the first patch seen, which was much larger 
and about one-third of a mile E.S.E., 
and visible. Each patch had a ring ripple 
on the water edge. ‘The Latitude by 
meridian, at noon, was 26°59 N. and the 
Longtitude, at 8 a.m., corrected back from 
Shanghai by chronometer, for eight days, 
was 125° 20' 30” E. After clearing the 
rocks the Captain steered N.N.W. for 
three miles and a quarter, and then tacked 
and stood back S.S.E., and sailed about 
until two o'clock to see if he could tind 
them again, but was unable to do so, ‘The 
tea was quite smooth und there was no break 
oneither uf the patches. ‘The first one seen 
was the largest, and appeared to have the 
most water on it. It would not have been ob- 
sorved had the vessel been a little further off, 
nor is it likely to bo seon in bad weather. 
Captain Paul thinks the position he has 
indicated for the rocks can be relied on, 
and points out that the locality should be 
carefully avoided, more expecially at night 
or in bad weathor,—Captain Paul further 
roports that at 2 pan, on the 7th April, 
his voswel parted over u patel of white 
water, about sixty feet in extent both way 
which was firnt wen by the mate from the 
unin chainn, ‘The vexsol wax quickly over, 
and the yoateh wax thon muon astorn quite 
whito, and oaxily distinguiniably from tho 
surrounding water. ‘Tho porition, from the 
following noon, corrocted bnok from obsorva- 
tion, was Lat, 00° 16' 30". North, and Long. 
160° 316 Enat, 

According to tolograms received Thurs- 
day, Count Schouvaloff has already left 
St. Petorsburg on his return from ‘1 
plaining” the viows of the British Gover 
ment to his Imperial master. Of course it 
is to be hoped the explanation was favour- 
ably received, and the British Government 
be saved anj further trouble in the matter. 
—Woe are again favoured with statements 
from the “somi-official” Russian journals 
—why do not the “fully-otticial” journals 
speak out {—as to what is now called the 
recent movements of trovps in the neig! 
bourhood of Constantinople. The words 
previously used were “the Russians con- 
tinue to mass troops nearer to Con- 
stantinoplo,”. and “the Russians are also 
advancing nearer to Gallipoli.” Now, the 
movements, it is said, have been ordered 
only for sanitary reasons, and it is not 
intended to occupy Constantinople.—A 
telegram of the 13th instant, informed us 
that the Squadron had quitted the Sea of 
Marmora, an announcement that struck 
neatly everybody with surprise if not dis- 
gust; eight days afterwards, however, we 
are told the withdrawal of the’ British 
‘Squadron is contradicted, and that the ships 
are still in the Sea of Marmora, This is 
more cheering, and explains some seeming 
inconsistencies of intermediate telegrams— 
but why was not such av important fact 
made known at an earlier period than eight 
days? . 

‘The well-known Okubo, Minister of the 
Interior, for Japan, was assassinated on 
the morning of the 14th instant, under 
circumstances fully narrated on another 
page. There ia little doubt political motives 
instigated the crime. 
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4 Gditoyial Selections. 


THE RETURN OF H.D.M,’S MINISTER. 


In a cortain well-known ballad of the 
late Mr. Barham, entitled “The Knight 
and the Lady,” a middle aged and 
respectable gentleman is represented 
as wandering out in the gloaming and 
falling into a pond in bis garden. His 
body is dragged up after some delay, 
but his widow, who is not as devoted 
to the memory of her spouse as she 
might be, is strack by the fact that 
certain eels which are attached to the 
corpse are remarkable for the richness 
and succulence of their flavour, and 
sho offers the suggestion, excellent from 
a gastronomic, but hardly creditable 
from a conjugal point of view, that 
they 

Go pop Sir again i 

Pou dont: Hell ene ue 
‘This bas always seemed to us to be 
the spirit, which bas actuated the British 
residents in China with regard to their 
ropresontative at the Northern Capital. 
Ho is dangled in the maddy stream of 
Peking polities to fish up good things 
for others. Tho rich profits that 
were possiblo in the early days of 
China trade, and which are not to be 
hoped for now, aro always expected to be 
‘at the command of the Minister. If he 
will only do something—all will be 
well. He is to threaten to order up 
gunboats to Chofoo, to bully tho Chinese 
officials, and by some mysterious process 
to obtain better times for the mercantile 
communities. We are by no means 
prepared to say that the action of the 
ropresentative of the Quoon hax alwayx 
boon ax rigorous aud ws ellicacioun ws 
it, might have beon, but we wre sure 
Unt it did not lie in the seopo and 
power of nny Miuintor during recont 
your to do what Sir Thomas Wade 
‘was oxpooted to do. 

‘Thore cau be little or no doubt that, 
during the reigus of Lord Granville 
and Lord Derby at the Foreign Office, 
there bas been no hopo of our doing 
anything which deserved the namo of 
decisive. Tho policy of the country 
has beou vapid and inefficient in the 
extreme. Tho Liberal Ministers have 
bad their programme, but this always 
mindo ita central object some great 
mengure of domostic legislation. Thoy 
bad to disestal the Irish Church, 
or to abolish purchase in the army, or 
todo something which in their judg- 
ment the people at home required. 
This is not the place to examine the 
wisdom of those measures, 
moment we do not question 
but Liberal Ministers rarely thought 
about foreign affairs. If the Minister 
would be kind enongh to let things go 
quietly on in the beaten groove, all that 
was needed was doue. He was never to 
attempt anything likely to cause 
trouble. The duty of the Plenipoten- 
tiary was to make no noise, and to let 
the history of his tenure of a diplomatic 
post in-the Far East be as nearly as. 


the pond, 
me more. 























possible a blank. The fewer dispatches 
he wrote and the cheaper he worked, 
the better. If he was active and stir- 
ring and vigorous, he was nicknamed 
by the clerks in Downing Street, “a 
stormy petrel,” and snubbed and 
thwarted in every imaginable way. He 
was to administer Talleyrand-like re- 
bakes to over-officions Consuls, and to 
check the least appearance of boldness 
in the subordinates of every degree. 
This bas been in brief the system of 
the Foreign Office administration for 
years, If a man was active or pushing, 
be could not hope to get on in any 
department. Safe mediocrity was sure 
of promotion. The least sparkle of 
originality was stamped out at once. 
Above all, economy was to be practised 
everywhere. If his Government was 
affronted he was to pocket the insult, 
and if be asked for another be was 
sure of approval. The Tientsin massacre, 
the Marathon massacre, and the murder 
of Mr. Margary, are instances to the 
point, In each case the coautry re. 
ceived injuries which no high-minded 
Government would have borve for a 
day. 

‘We are never safe when we hazard 
8 conjecture as to @ man’s conduct 
in office based on his history when 
in opposition, but there seems to be 
some reason to hope that Lord Salis- 
bury will be active and vigorous, and 
that his term of office will be distin- 
guished by a policy less hesitating and 
timid than that of bis predecessors. If this 
is the case, we may hope for n change 
in the attitude of Thomas Wade 
on many important points, He will 
como ont to Chinn with great oppor. 
ities, Never were tho C 
isponed to inten to 
aud to listen with favourable 
ears. Tho torriblo culamities of tho 
past two years have rovealed to thorn 
somo of thoir deficiencies, and it would 
bo perhaps easior than it ouce was to 
turn them into the path of civilised 
advancement. Much will depend as 
to whether Sir Thomas Wade will 
come out bent on following the co- 
operative policy; or, to speak more 
exactly, much will depend upon whe- 
ther it will bo within the compass of 
possibility to carry out this policy. 
‘Tho various Great ‘Treaty Powers, who 
lave their representatives ut Poking, 
aro now embittered against each other, 
and may ho at any moment xt actual 
war. It will then be by no means 
easy to induce them to work harmon- 
iously with the common purpose of 
guiding China, for each will endeavour 
to place her in such a 
be an assistance to his in 
and wishes. The Tsung-li Yamén is 
quite acute enough to continue the 
game of playing the nations off one 
against the other, and waiting to 
see which gets the upper hand. 
Thus even if Lord Salisbury’s foreign 
policy is decisive, and his directions 
to Sir Thomas Wade are explicit, they 
will not be easy to carry out without 
1 radical chauge in his ‘relations with 































the representatives of one, in all like- 
lihood of two, of the Great Powers. 
This relation was, we believe, equivocal 
for some time before his departure for 
Enrope, and it will henceforth be one 
of undisguised hostility. 

One thing is olear. Another hand 
will pull the wires from home, and the 
teachings of the school in which Sir 
Thomas has been trained will be 
exchanged for much more distinot 
directions. Though Lord Salisbury 
may have too much on his hands to 
study Chiua with the, thoroughness it 
deserves, he will apply to the Middle 
Kingdom principles very different from 
those which ided his predecessors, 
and in some points we trust that Sir 
Thomas Wade, now, like Prospero’s 
vassal, he “has a new master,” will 
“ got a new mau.” 











THE POLITICAL OUTLOOK IN CHINA, 


Waatever may bo the final resulta to 
the Chinese Empire at large, it is cor- 
tainly lucky for the temporary interesta 
of the governing class that the disin- 
terested prejudices aud superstitions of 
the people fall in with the principles 
adopted in self-defence by the officials 
ever since the beginning of foreign in- 
tercourse. Were it otherwise, that 
voluntary blindness to all the means 
for assuring national well-being which 
characterises the native mandarin 
would not pass anceusured and even 
applauded by tho commonalty. That 
mines aro not to be opened, although 
their contained wealth would flood 
China with prospority ; that coal is not 
to be dag, although the consunption of 
wood ix daily altering the climatic con. 
ditions and ageicullural possibilities of 
the Empiro; that railways aro not to 
bo thought ‘of, allhough devastating 
farainos aro only tho expression of ime 
perfect means of communication ; that 
great waterways aro, at & ruinous cost, 
to bo eternally kept in an impassable 
condition, although the employment of 
Western engineors would probably save 
half the money now expended, and 
would certainly realise the object sup- 
posed to be desired ; that every change, 
however progressive in appearance, 
should bo retrogressive in principle ; 
that vast sums should bo lavished upon 
@ mercantile fleot in the hope that for- 
cign flags will bo driven off the coast 
and rivers, upon a navy with the idea 
that one day or another it may form a 
material barrier round the sacred shores 
of China, and upon arsensis and war 
appliances in the expectation of a 
fature when foreigners may be expelled 
from the Empire—all these notions 
with their apponded consequences com- 
mend thomselves on bare statement to 
the Chinese official mind, just as their 
bare statement condemns them in the 
minds of foreigners. The governing 
class is wise in its genoration, and its 
thoughts and acte will continue to be 
in this sense wise so long as what 
auswers to public opinion in China 


remains what it is.. Clearly, there is 
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no sogh thing as what.we mean by 
public opinion. "What replaces it is 
the crude: mass of inherited traditions 
end: superstitions . whioh underlies . all 
the thinking: of the’ people. healt beia 
it ible for intelligent persons here 
and there to ete themselves free 
from: notions: about the’ influences of 
local: genii and! the’ irritability. of 
doparted * spivits, about’ 'the - innate 
superiority of China to the reat of the 
world ond :the oraving ambition of 
foreigners, there would soon be formed 
knots of thinking men whose authority 
in ‘matters of political faith would 
spread, lowly, perhaps, but surely, until 
prompted by varying motives leaders 
of the people would arise and thought 
would be translated into action. For 
it ia manifest that if the woes which 
weigh so heavily upon the nation, all 
unconscious of the causes which pro- 
dace them, were recognised as springing 
from tho principles which guide official 
action, those principles would have to 
be abandoned in the midst, it might 
be, of auch @ tempest of fire and 
blodd as has never yet swept over tho 
Empire. ‘And then « question of vast 
solemnity presents itself, whether, sup. 
posing it were in the power of any man 
or body of men to raise such a tempest, 
the ond would justify the means. 
Perhaps it is better that men and 
women should kill and eat their child- 
ren; or sell them to be killed and eaten 
by others, and attribute their sorrows 
to the inevitable decree of fate, than 
that they should know that all these 
evila are preventable, and bo tempted 
to upset, at terrific present cost to 
themselves, the system which produces 
thom. That tho mero efflax of time 
will not within a calcalablo number of 
‘ages prodate a chango may benccopted 
as a trath, ineapable indeed of proof 
but rendered in the highest degree 
probable by many considerations. 
Among those wo need mention only 
the constitution of the governing body, 
which ia constantly being recruited 
from the mass of the governed, Tho 
prizes offered by public life are 80 
magnificent that their comparatively 
small number does not suffice to ex. 
tinguish the hope of gaining possession 
of one or other of them. Every in- 
dividnal in tho nation trusts that be 
himself or some member of his family 
may somo day bo ablo to tyranniso ovr 
the livos and properties of his fellows. 
Thus the millions of Chi ro held 
down in the same way that we see s 
cessfally used to control the perpetus 
subscribers to some gigantic lottery, 
although each subscriber may be con- 
vinced that at bottom the enterprise 
is a swindle. So far, ‘therefore, as 
the system is bad, its badness is 
self-supporting and 

It 





















elf-reproducing. 
is even independent of the will of a 
liberal Emperor, supposing such 
phenomenon possible. Were’ another 
Kienlang to arise, his lifetime would 
be too short to change pescofally the 
principles upon which the aristocracy, 
with the yoo which flows from its 
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constital 
have neither an aristocracy to rally 
round him in a contest with the pro- 
Jetariat, nor a proletariat to rally round 
him in s contest with the ari yl. 
|For both:are one. He would find him. 
self confounding the persons while he 
was trying to divide the substance. 
Hence, such a-change as will reson 
China from the yearly recurring dis- 
asters of misgovernment must come 
either from foreign conquest or from 
internal convulsion excited by enlight- 
ened and thinking men, who are only 
too likely to degenerate into selfish 
168, 

‘Meanwhile, tho heavens are as brass 
in the North, and floods and locusts 
threaten to devastate the central and 
southern provinces. Famine with 
pestilence in its train has swept whole 
prefectures clean, and appears likely 
to spread its ravages over areas that 
have up to the present escaped. The 
Court is humiliating itself, on paper, 
in dust and ashes, but every region is 











possible, The beginnings 
inking together of fertile regions 
with mineral producing, and of both 
with the great water highways, are 
as far off as ever; while Nature 
herself seems to denounce as fallacious 
ny hope in fortunate chances that 
might bring a good season with relief 
and content to the remnant of agricul. 
turists in the North. Recent observa- 
tions at Sikawei 
existence of an mri 
upper strata of the atmosphere, flow. 
ing in this latitude from west to east 
almost perpendicular to the oarrents 
which are borne from the Equator to 
ponr rain on the Northern provinces. 
How long this current has been in 
existence, and whence it arises, are both 
doubtful, But its offects may be 
caloulnted, and facts are so far in 
accordance with the calculated results. 
‘Tho intense cold of last winter appears, 
for reasons which need not here be 
discussed, to indicate that this trans- 
verse current has arisen in a low 
latitude, and the persistent rain which 
has visited the provinces South of the 
Yangtze daring the Spring pointe to 
the samo conclusion. It is therefore 
presumed that an impassable barrier 
has been raised against the fertilising 
rains due in the North, and that thus 
the coming season will be @ reproduc 
tion of the last. Whether there were 
rain or not, there would probably be 
little change in the actual condition 80 
long as seed is scarce or altogether 
absent, but this latter is a remediable 
evil while the former is irremediable. 
Sucb, then, are the prospects made 
visible when one corner of the curtain 
is raised which masks the real condi- 
tion of the Chinese Empire. We have 
incidentally mentioned foreign conquest 
as a possible solution of the difficulties 
pending. But this, if it is ever to 
ocenr, is distant. Practically there are 
but two courses open to the Govern- 
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It may go on as it bas hitherto 
gone, until it is swallowed up in the 
cbace which has already often threat 
ened, and cannot now be far off. In- 
evitably the most abject people grow 
tired of starving. The process quickens 
their perceptions, and then woe totheir 
overseers and rulers, A nation peril 
ing for want of food which might be 
supplied in abundance if the Goveth- 
ment did its duty, will never want for 
leaders actuated by all kinds of motives, 
pure and impure ; and a well organised 
revolt against misrule would probably 
now be left by foreign powérs to take 
its natural course. Or the Government 
may contract large loans in foreign 
countries to meet immediate wante, 
and in this case the development of the 
country will be demanded, or, in other 
words, the borrowers will be required, 
to open up new and profitable ontleta 
for the industry of the people, and to 
secure their own safety by rendering 
impossible @ recurrence of the last few 
years’ miseries, We may hope that 
the latter alternative will be adopted, 
bat the chances are against it. Yet 
there is little for outsiders to do but to 
wait and watch with interest and 
curiosity. Foreign influences, restricted 
within diplomatio limits or only silently 
exerted during the daily intercourse 
betwoen Enropeans and the natives who 
have grown accustomed to them, will 
do very little to advance things; and 
it is hard to see that any positive in- 
oe is either desirable or justi- 

le. 











‘THE SITUATION IN EUROPE. 


Panice Bismarok has cortainly made » 
most felicitous comparison when ho 
likens & war between Russia and Great 
Britain to » fight between “a while 
and an elephant.” Where are the two 
belligerents to clash? As the Times’ 
correspondent at St. Petersburg aptly 
enough says, “If a war should break 
out between Russia and England, it 
cannot be @ series of great battles 
or great naval engagements.” ‘The 
campaign will not be decided as the 
Austrian and German war was decided, 
by a Sadowa; it will not be settled as the 
French and Austrian war was decided, 
by a Magenta and ® Solferino; it will 
not be decided as the maritime struggles 
of France and England were decided, 
by a La Hogue or a Trafalgar, It 
would be utterly impossible for Great 
Britain to equip an army of invasion 
to repeat the Napoleonic blunder of the 
Moscow campaign, and the Russian 
flest is absolutely and confessedly un- 
equal to compete with the vast naval 
armaments—the “ insurances "—which 
England has kept up at such enormous 
cost. 

The newspapers recently received 
throw light upon the question, and we 
are now able to state distinctly what 
are the Russian plans with respect to 
their share of the war, if, that is to 
say, these semi-official utterances are 
to be credited, and it must always be 
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remembered that as the newspapers 
are under @ rigorous censorship in 
St. Petersburg, these views either re- 
present. the Imperial pluny or the 
opinions with regard to those plans 
which he desires the public to hold. 
Ina word, Russia will assail us, if we 
come to blows, by attempting to drive 
ns out of India and by endeavouring 
to cripple our trade. 

For years, those unfortunate persons 
who ventared to hint what the leading 
Bassian journals are now saying in the 
plainest terms, viz., that the Czar bad 

_ designs on Indin, have been branded as 
Russophobes and Turcophils, and de. 
nonuced by the literary and liberal 
coterie, to whom theories are ever 
subordinated to facts, as idle alarmists. 
Now, however, wo read in the plainest 
terms, how Russia proposes to attack 
Indie, and what bas been so .often 
urged, viz,, that our anxioty should be 
directed rather to tho Asiatic than to 
the European aspect of the question, is 
proved to be the case. ‘Thoro are threo 
military routes to India, and 100,000 
men ‘calculated would be equal to 
the task. “Tho first column would 
start from tho Caucasus and advance 
by Astrabad, the Atrek valley, Merv, 
Kandabar and the Bolan Pass on 
Dora-ghazee-khan or Shikarpoor ; the 
aocond, starting from the Zarafshan 
territory would advance by Balkh, 
Khulum, tho Bamain Pass and Cabul, 
on Poshawur ; the third would proceed 
from the Somiretchinck territory across 
tho Alai, and the Pamir plateau to 
Gilgit.’ It scems clear that only one 
of these three routes is at all feasable, 
‘and that that is full of difficalti It 
cannot be doubted, however, that 
Russia has beon preparing fuel for tho 
conflagration, and that we should find 
hor sinuous diplomacy had been sowing 
the seeds of mutiny and revolt in the 
ranks of our native regiments, and in the 
courts of the great feudatories of tho Im. 
porial Crown. Herethoreligious question 
would come in. If the dilatorinoss and 
hesitation forced on the British Govern- 
mont by tho atrocity craze has made 
Turkey distrust her aid, and if Russi 
‘can by avy contrivance go into the field 
with hor wounded and crippled victim 
ag a nominal ally, wo might find a 
difficulty with the Mohammedans ; but 
if, ac we believe,at the very first oppor- 
tunity Turkey will discover her trac 
interest and escape from the grasp of 
her hereditary foe, tho intrigues in 
India will be powerless to blind the 
‘Mohammedan princes to the fact that 
wo are on the side of their co-religion- 
jata and aro fighting their battle. 
Besides, in the end it comes to this. If 
the population of India has little affec- 
tion for us, it cannot have any very 
warm love for Russia, and the natives 
are far too wise to believe that they 
would gain by exchanging the sway of 
tho Empress Victoria for that of the 
Czar Alexander. Thus, then, without 
recommondirig a false security, we con- 
ceive that the invasion of India by 
Russia would be beset with difficulties, 





























and that when she attempted ber libera- 
tion programme she would find her 
professions distrusted and her hopes of 
co-operation foiled. 

‘With regard to the important ques- 
tion of the injuries that could be in- 
flicted on British trade, we may with 
reason entertain considerable anxiety. 
“Six weeks ago it was thonght that 
privateers in a more or less disguised 
form would be fitted out in American 
ports to prey’on English morcbantmen, 
and recent telegrams confirm this im- 
pression, ‘The first article of the de- 
claration of Paris certainly declares 
that privateering is abolished, and 
letters of marque or private commis- 

ns of war are prohibited, and though 
the United States have not acceded to 
the declaration of Paris, Russia has 
done so, and she is therefore precluded 
by an international engagement from 
issuing any such commissions.” Still 
we must not be too sangaine that this 
promise will bo kept. Some moans will 
doubtless be found to evade tho etipula- 
tion, and we may anticipate loss aud 
inconvenience from these cruisers. It 
is almost certain that directly war is 
declared “an attempt will be made to 
fit out ships like the famous Alabama, 
and that if the attempt succeed the ix 
jory to British commeroo might be 
very considerable.” OF the two modes 
in which the elephant intends to injure 
the whale, the one last-named is likely 
to prove the most efficacious and eu- 
pleasant. 
































REVIEW. 
Cnysese Recompea 4x0 

Mistoxane JcrsAt, 

MarcivAprl, 167% 

We are sorry to notice a falling off in this 
useful and interesting periodical from its 
former standard. It is trae that but few 
Chineso scholars are left of tho calibre of 
its late editor, but this unavoidable fact 
scarcely accounts for the alteration which 
has taken place in the general tone. The 
title of the periodical was wo believe 
adopted with the express intention of pre- 
venting so far as possible the “« Recorder” 
frombecomingtoospecial in its views. It was 
intended to supply curious and useful in- 
formation regarding China and the Chinese, 
whilo at tho same time it should be the 
organ of tho Missionary body as a whole ; 
and while giving spaco to contributions on 
controverted points should yet care- 
fully avoid making iteolf the exponent of 
views which would be likely to prove at 
variance with any section of the Missionary 
class. It is evident that to do this 
effectively needs much knowledge of human 
nature, which, as developed in Missionaries, 
does not differ from human nature else- 
where; and an editor undertaking to con- 
duct a periodical to a certain extent 
considered as the organ of a class, should 
endeavour to cover as much common 
ground as possible, and as far as possible 
avoid. raising ambiguous topics. The 
present number is a conspicuous instance 
of the result of neglecting such a rule, It 
opens with a strange article on the Jewish 
nation, of which we can only say that the 
views put forwaid are held by a vety 





















































small section of theologians. ‘The restora- 
tion of the Jews is scarcely a topic to be 
discussed with becoming gravity, for, as 
a matter of fact, it is a physical im- 
possibility. ‘They would scarcely obtain 
standing room in the narrow limits 
assigned to their habitation, and though 
Jerusalem may be a pleasant place in 
which to spend the afternoon of one’s 
life, any motion of the Jewish nation as 
abody towards it is as yet as far off as 
ever. The nation plays too important a 
part in the conduct of the world willingly 
to commit national suicide by retiring to 
the sea coast of Syris, and we cannot 
conceive any power sufficiently strong to 
place them there by force. In fact, the 
miracle of the restoration would be a far 
greater one than is dreamt of by the writer, 
and as the location of a few thousand Jews 
more or less in any one locality does not in 
the slightest degree affect the argument, 
we may leave it to tho writer, who, wo 
may however remark, seems strangely 
oblivious of tho actual facts of tho dis- 
persion, which was an accomplished fact 
at last twenty-three centuries ago. 

So, again, what are we to think of the 
article by the Rev. Mr. Collins on ‘‘Somo 
Early Scriptural Traditions”? It would 
be descending below the rank of ordinarily 
intelligent beings to reason gravely on tho 
subject. Mr. Collins tolls us, “I think wo 
should do well if we possessed the faith of 
a certain old woman, who being asked 
scornfully by a sceptic if sho believed a 
whalo could have swallowed Jonah, replied 
that if the Bible had told her that Jonah 
swallowed the whale, she would have 
believed it.” The old woman was more 
logical than Mr. Collins, We havo a sym- 
pathy with the Emperor, who being taught 
‘on his conversion some abstruse ‘matter of 
doctrine, replied “Credo, quia impossibile 
est.” Unconsciously he summed up in these 
few words the doctrine of belief ; but we 
have little sympathy for those who try to ex- 
plain belief on scientific grounds. Again, we 
may ask, what have Missionaries in China 
to do with the strife about Elohim and 
Johovah in the book of Genesis? The Rev. 
Dr. Aikman’s exposition is not likely to 
further the controversy. It was not by such 
means that the Apostle of the Gentiles 
spread the Gospel. “We preach,” ho said, 
“Christ crucified ;” and we cannot some- 
times help thinking that if Missionaries 
dropped ante-Christian controversies and 
followed St. Paul, their labours amongst 
the heathen would meet with more succes 

From such melancholy topics it isa relief 
toturn to “« sop in Mongolia,” by Hoinos, 
‘The writer in endeavouring to make him- 
self acquainted with tho language and 
modes of thought of the Mongols, interested 
himself in their fables, It is‘curious that 
most of those given betray a foreign origin, 
‘but they have been well adapted by native 
wit to the daily routine of a Mongol’s life.— 
‘Mr. Leaman’s account of a journey through 
‘Szechuen in last Summer and Autumn will 
be read with interest, not only for its 
description of the country and people, but 
for its practical advice regarding the’ 
establishment of s mission in that province. 
His description of the proper sort of Mis- 
sionary to undettale the daty ié ahott Bit 
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“Fordible. “He should be a man, a Christian 
man, and should be able to be a Chinaman 
if the occasion should require.” An opinion 
we most cordially endorse. 

Full statistics of the present condition of 
Reformed Missions in China are published 
in the present number, one of the most 
satisfactory items of which is the increasing 
amount of native contributions. In the 
year under review these amounted to the 
somewhat considerable sum of $9,200. A 
table of Roman Missionaries by inadvert- 
ence is dated 1807 instead of 1870. 
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‘HONGKONG. 

‘The Daity Press has been furnished with 
the following account of the mishap to 
H.B.M.’s despatch boat Vigilant :—Left 
Hongkong on Monday, the 6t] t, for 
Nagasaki, with despatches for the Admiral, 
the enginos working well and amoothly at 
twenty-seven revolutions per minuto. At 
‘squarter-past one o'clock on Wednesday 
morning a loud thumping noiso was heard, 
which appeared to bo in the port cylinder. 
Tho engines wero immediately eased, and 
the thumping still continuing they’ wore 
stopped. On an examination of the engines, 
it was found that the driving crank of the 
main shaft, which is thirteen inches and-a- 
half in diametor, was broken. ‘The damaged 
parts of the machinery were thon discon- 
nected, and the vessel proceeded to Amoy 
with Her starboard engino working only. 
‘The number of revolutions obtained on her 
passage down were sixteen ; and the vessel 
was going at the rate of six knots and-a- 
half per hour. There is not a piece of 
material in Hongkong sufficiently largo 
to repair tho damages, and the naval 
authorities have had to telegraph home 
for a new = eae Bg) ners an- 
niversary of the Hongkong Temperance 
Bociety 5 Oo been celebrated by cert, 
which was given under the distinguished 
patronage of HE. the Governor. Thero 
was a fair attendance, and the concert is 
cacribed as having been very successful. — 
A sane murder has been committed 
in Hongkong. A native woman, living in 
1 house in which were a number of other 
residents, male and female, retired to rest 














one evening at an early hour, and next | H. 


morning was found murdered by at 
tion, At the inquest it was stated that no 
one ever came to visit the deceased, either 
male or female, After hearing 9 mass 
evidenoo, tho jury found that deceased died 
from suffocation, and returned a verdict of 
wilful murder ‘against some person or 
Persons unknown. 

‘The China Mail is glad to learn that a 
shaft has heen found which it is thought 
will prove to be suitable for H.M.S. Vigi- 
lant. The shaft in question was discovered 
Doneath a hosp of coal in Mr. Kwok 
Acheong’a Foundry, where it had been 
buried for si years. It has been 
removed and is now lying under the shear- 
lege ready for shipment.—The batteries on 
the western part of the island are, says the 
Mail, rapidly approaching completion. The 
‘one at Bonham Road ia to have three guns, 
one of which is the 12-ton “infant” which 
occasioned so much trouble in its transit. 
It now lies at tho battery ready for mount- 
ing. The guns are all of the Naval type. 
Tho Battery Road battery is to havo to 
guns, the carriage of one of which is already 
GF position and tho other will bo so in & 
day or two. The work at West Point is 
not 40 far advanced as that on the other 
sites, as a now road has had to be cut and 
& number of hovels removed before opera 
tions. be commenced. This battery 
‘a, also, to; have, two, and ahear-legs 
bsve heen exacted : opposite Messrs. 

















Howard & Co.’s premises to land them 
from boats. _ One of the guns of the Bon- 
ham both_ the 


whilo the other two 
East of Stonecutter’s and the Ly-ee- 
moon Pass. The guns at Battery 

command the western entrance, and can 
be trained to cover a considerable portion 
of the Harbour. West Point Battery com- 
mands the whole of the western entrance 
to the eastern end of Stonecutter’s Island. 
Tho Mail believes that a number of men 
of the 74th have been trained to heary 


mn drill. 
‘The China Mait learns that the Chinese 
Missions to San Francisco, Spain and Cuba 
:7 be expected at Hongkong in a few days 
frou: Shanghai, en roufe to their various 
destinations. The whole 
to San isco, and the ypean and 
Cuban contingent will proceed thence to 
Madrid. Mr. Chun Ayin, formerly on the 
staff of the Mail, has received the appoint- 
ment of Consul to Cuba. From his ex- 






| cellent knowledge of English, it might be 


imagined an appointment in San Francseo 
would have been more desirable.—Howard 
Benton Stephenson, chiof officer of the 
‘American barque Ceylon, has been charged 


‘on remand with stealing sundry articles of 
clothing and jewellery, tho rty of 
Captain Pitman, of 8.8. » from his 


room at the Hongkong Hotel. Mr. Wotton, 
who appeared on bohalf of tho defendant, 
said that he admitted that during the timo 
hho was on shore he frequented 


jelly 
kong Hotel; he unfortunately habitually | ow 


drank to excess, and whilst in that state 
did not know what hedid. He recollected 
that he formed an acquaintance with a man 
who might know more about the matter, 
but the man in question, although searched 
for, could not be found. The defendant 
pleaded that he was a man with s family at 

ome dependent upon him for support, and 
he was in a respectable position in life. All 
he could now do was to ask the mercy of 
the Court, and that the case be summarily 
dealt wit Mr. May sentenced him to 
one month’s imprisonment with hard labour. 
—Wai Kwong, one of the wealthiest of the 
compradore class in this Colony, has 
recently died. Mr. Wai Kwong, who had 
boen employed by the Chartered Mercantilo 
Bank for about twenty yeara, had been ill 
for little more than a week with fever 
but notwithstanding foreign medical skill, 
he succumbed to its effects. Shortly before 
the sad event, the patient was visited by 
.E. the Governor, accompanied by several 
residents. Deceased, who was s leading 
member of the native community, was 
generally regarded as a man of grost 








of | integrity and shrewd common sense. He 


took an unusually strong interest in the 
maintenance and progress of the Govern- 
ment Central School, and was forward in 
every movement for tho of his 
countrymen generally. The 
were delayed until the arrival of the sons 
of deceased, one of whom has been recalled 
from Foochow and the other from Shanghai. 
‘The Mail is exceedingly glad to learn 
that the ringleaders in the recent distur- 
bance atthe Gaol have been punished by & 
sound and wholesome ing. No 
than nine of tho rascals received a good 
rubbing, and they at least are not likely 
to give occasion for another dose, as they 
will not speedily forget what they have 
received to-day. One man got six blows, 
seven got twelve each, and one who had 
been heard to ery out “tah!” received 
eighteon. The punishment was awarded 
to these men at the recommendation of the 
Visiting Justices (Messrs. Lister and 
Ryrie), who mado a searching inv 
tion into the circumstances i 
outbreak. ‘The cat was not brought into 
requisition, but a stout cane was made to 
do duty on the occasion, the punishment 
inflicted being, it is stated, 
severe than that produced by the use of the 
cat. In fact the man who received 18 





eral rites | Say 





stokes ras tent into, Howital,ftr 
recei quota, by order of Dr. Ayres. 
Dr. Wells, ns., and aoveral other gentle: 
men were present while the various 
sentences were being carried out, The 
Punishment has already ‘hed a wholosome 
effect upon the other men who were con- 
cerned in the disturbance, aa they have 
tboen heard. by the Chineso turkeys to 
say that they would never attempttorefuse 
the orders of their gaclere again, 
“According to the Daily Press, the Votun- 
teer movement in Hongkong is’ progressing 
rapidly. ‘The Artillery corps ia a0, far Of 
ganised that the uniforms aro’ being got 
Fredy sand an announgament has speared 
in the Gazette that a riflo corps will dso be 
formed. With respect to the, appointment 
of officers, non-commissioned sticers, 
rill instrictor, in tho Artillery, the Ga- 
zette contained the following :— With the 
fanction of tho Officer Commanding’ the 
‘Troops, the Commandant of the Corps will 
boa military officer and will bo appointed 
by “His Extllney “the” Governor, His 
cellency will as far as possible select the 
officers of the Corps from a list of names to 
be chosen by tho volunteers themselves 
election. Non-commissioned officers wi 
be appointed by tho Commandant, Tho 
drill Instructors will, with the concurrence 
of the Officor Commanding tho ‘Forcos, be 
sslectod from among the most competent 
fogular military non-commissioned offcare 
on tho station." " 
"Thero has bocn another murder in Hong. 
ong. A chair coolio out of employment, 
another man a trifing sam of money, 
Tho creditor went to ask for payment, aid 
was mot by both tho debtor and his wife, 
who abused him. A. quarrel ensuod, 
followed by a fight, in the ‘courso of which 
a knife was drawn’ and usod, the upshot 
being tat the chai-coolio ‘wan kiled by 
stab 
accused 








soveral stabs, his ‘wile. being also 
in the side, but not fatally.” Tho 
wat slmoat immediatly apprehended, ad, 
‘Daal Psy sated no police-selgeant that 
ily s, atated to s poli 
ing struck tho deceased becauso he owed 
him threo taels, five maco, and. three can- 
dareona, Ho asked for the money, which 
deceased rofusod, and struck him with his 
fist, but was stopped by some women, Ho 
afterwards took up & Japan knife. and 
triod to stab accused, who. took the knife 
from him and stabbed him once, Accused 
Sd ho stabbed tho woman because abe 
‘twas very savage,” Accused also had 8 cut 
on his haitd, which he aaid was done when 
he took the knife away from tho doceased, 
‘The jury retired for ten minutes and Te- 
tured a verdict of murder ‘under great 
Prise Duty Press publishes the following 
10 Daily Press pul 
sketch of the life (given verbatim et literar 
tim), weitten by himsolf of a Chineso re 
ent in Hongkong recently deceasod (1 Wal 
Kong) :—"I ama native of Teun 
W, & villago near Macao, the youngest 
ton of Wei ‘Tong Sai alics Aasata, Com 
pradore to Messrs. Gordon, Welcock, 


pany. At the age of 
ace, came to Blacao seeking employment, 
it tum o began boy, afterwards get em- 
ployment in a Portuguese firm, Man 
Opium dealer, for bad treatment I eft my 
employer and carried food for soldiers. 
became sick and was sent by the British 
Consul 1838 to hospital stayed two weeks 
and was sont by the Rey. Dr. Bridgeman to 
Singapore as th frat echolar of the Morr. 
son Education board, in Si 








came clerk to printing office 
Snaese "ot ‘buildiog, compradore 
overseee re 
chandler fro for ai yore ae 
tamed a pension of $100 a 
interpretor to Supreme and Police 
did ‘aot like the situat 


situation left it bee 
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jack of all trades at last becuase conspealcre HANKOW. of Later A correspondent at Iloilo 
to the . «. + Bank 1856, then says that are suffering from fire, 

. Bank’ 1867 to the present | ,, Messrs. Gordon Brothers haveforwanded | tine and drought, without the hope of 


Gay and have seen much of this colony ; 


from 1843 to this present laws both mild 
and severe too, The last of the Ordinance 
for flogging put in force was, if Iremember 
rightly, the snatching of earing, bangles 
aud umbrallas in broad day with violence 
the thieves went in small ds of 5 and 
more used to follow drunken sailors &c, the 
flogging awarded the thieves a st deal of 
good done to this present. Within this 
two months a good many has returned to 
the colony. I said bad treatment from my 
employer when I was a boy, at their service. 
‘Was in this way I was sent to market to 
buy the daily requisite of the servants 
‘cook and anything forget to buy would be 
pinched by the servants cook and in night 
time while attending the night meals of my 
‘Mr. and Mrs. I used to be very sleepy and 
after time was beaten and made to stand 
for one or two hours with a plate of cold- 
water upon my head during winter time. 
Tn summer made to stand with both hands 
stretched out for half or one hour or put 
the two hands to hold my ears stoop upand 
down from two or three hundred. times, 
that was the way I was treated and brought 
up to be a good boy tothis present. Often 
times go to bed at 12 o'clock and on 4 
before 5 a.m. fetched large jars of fres 
fountain water before 6 then to clean and 
sweep the house, draw and filled the two 
casks of water from the well, then received 
the market cash and buy fish for the 
meal when I had bought any state fish made 
to goand change for good kind. Such 
treatment could not endure longer. I took 
the French leave without saying good buy, 
had I been treated kindly with indulgence, 
I perhaps would bo a bad boy same as 
those been turned away.” 











CANTON, 
The China Mait says on the 12th inst. a 
disastrous tomado occurred in several 
villages, north of Canton, about four miles 
from Canton city, Over a hundred houses 
are said to have been destroyed, and many 
largo trees were rooted up. The number 
of people who have lost their lives is un- 
known.—Tho trial of Tsau Heo, the chief 
conspirator in the rebellion of the Tsing 
‘Yuen district, took place on the 15th inst., 
before the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Gov- 
eror, and the Provincial Judge and other 
officials of high rank, After a long examina- 
tion the prisoner made a full confession, 
and was sentenced to undergo the lingchi, 
oF alletng process, the moss dreadful of 
death sontencos, “The prisoner underwent, 
tho sontence on the same day, a troop of 
nuldioes being, present to proseeve order. 

















MACAO, 


‘Thors ix an impression here that in the 
ovent of a war hetween England and Russia 
some of tho Banks and mercantile houses 
in Hongkong, would emigrate with their 
goods and chattels to. Macao !—-Somo of 
your Chineso taipans have come over to- 
Way to bid for the “Wac-song” lottery 
monopoly, to bo put up to auction on 
Saturday next. I hear the sum of $150,000 
in required to be advanced by our Govern- 
ment on signing the contract, and the rest 
of the payment to be made, from January 
next, in 33 monthly instalments. This 
unexpected caprice of fortune is going to 
establish our Governor's credit as a financial 
administrator, and perhaps fit him for the 
unenviable post of Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer of the Kingdom of Portugal and 
the Algarves. This ‘ Wae-seng” lottery 
prisilege pays now $43,000 year, oF, 
in round figures $130,000 for 3 years. It 
is now expected to realize $150,000 for the 
term of 3 years !—China Mail Cor. 

















us a copy 
Report, dated the 20thinst., which saysthat, 
contrary to expectation, the tea season of 
1878-79 has commenced carlier than last 
rear, the first musters of Kiukiang Teas 
Being offered on the 14th inst., and of 
Hankow kinds on the following day. The 
opening of the market took place on the 
ath inst., by the settlement of 3,050 half- 
chests Ho-how, at Tis. 27.430. The high 
prices demanded by Teamen prevented 
‘business in Ningchows until the 16th, when 
one chop was settled at Tis. 46 per’ picul. 
Since then, chief attention has been paid 
to Kiukiang Teas, resulting in unusually 
large settlements 'at Tis. 374 a 49 for 
country, and Tis. 25 a 32 fur, Kiukiang 
ked 'Ningchows, and Tis. 234 a 30 for 
lo-how kinds, the leaf and quality of both 
descriptions shewing a vast improvement on 
supplies received from these districts since 
1874. Hankow Teas have attracted wonder- 
fully little notice, notwithstanding which 
priceshaveopened high. Thefirstscttlements 
reported were on the 16th inst., at Tls, 294 
4 30 for 2 chops of Ko-kew tea, the quality 
being quite exceptional. Purchases since 
then, although embracing Teas from nearly 
all tho districts from which mustera have 
been shewn, amount to little over one- 
fourth of those during the same number 
of days last year.—Settlements since the 
opening of the market are as under :— 


Hankow Teas... 4,640 Chts, 48,000 }-Chts. Boxes, 
Kiukiang Teas. Pate 


‘The comparison with the same number of 
days last season is estimate, as follows:— 


188.1877. 
Chita, 





Tcrense 210,150 
Total arrivals of Hankow Teas amount to 
about 60,000 chests, against 140,000 chests 
at samo date last 'year, and the unsold 
stock is estimated at 30,000 chests, against 
107,000 chests. Musters offered from Kiu- 
kiang represent about 120,000 half-chests. 
Fuetours.—The Gleneagles leaves to-mor- 
row, at £5.10. The Loudoun Castle and 
Glenartney aro loading at £4.10, and the 
Ocean King at £4, with the stipulation 
that should either of them be first steamer 
to arrive in London an extra £1 per ton 
ill beallowed. ‘The Radnorshire is adver- 
tised at £4 per ton of 40 cubic feet. Through 
rate to London by mail steamer is £4.10 
per ton, Holt’s, £3.15. ‘The steamers in 
port are, Gleneagles, Loudoun Castle, Glen- 
artney, Ocean King, Stadt Haarlem, Rad- 
norshire, Hunkow, Sarpedon, Viking, and 
Afighan, Sailing 'vessel—Coriolanns, 














MANIDA, 
Mr. Edward A. Youngn hax boon autho- 


riod! to act ax United Staton Vico-Conmul 
at Man 

A decrvo was issued by the Home Govern- 
ment to admit China and Japan amongst 
the nations enjoying the privilege referred 
to in sect. 12 of the Customs tariff. 

‘News from some of the provinces aro 
most discouraging. At Pangasinan one- 
half of the crop is said to be lost through 
drought, and at Iocos the failure of the 
crop is even greater ; the inhabitants, who 
only live upon their labour, are emigrating 
in large numbers in search of work. At 
Capiz also, the people are suffering horri- 
bly from drought and the hot, weather ; 
cattle in large numbers succumb, and the 
fields are dry; the indian corn, the only 
resource of the inhabitants, produces very 
little, and there is no exaggeration in saying 
ity per cent. of the inhabit 
not tasting rice, most of them live on root 
of trees, ‘The province is also infested by 
robbers, who made a depredation in Jagnaya 
on Good Friday while every one was en- 
gaged at the Procession, which was stopped 
for a short time to allow the assistants to 
protect their own houses against the assault 














improving the situation; the beasts of 
labour die for want of pasture and water, 
and some cases of typhoid have been re- 
corded ; the famino has already mado ita 
victims in the districts of Maasin and 
Cabatuan. The misery is such that many 
workmen applied on board the Sorsogon to 
work without any remuneration but their 
daily bread.—China Mail. 





NAGASAKI. 

‘The Rising Sun draws attention to an 
advertisement in its columns, announcing 
the closing of the oldest firm the port boasts 
of, viz., the Netherlands Trading Society. 
Nota few, the Sun says, will regret the 
causes which have operated in inducing the 
firm to close its agency at this port. 
Associated as it doubtless was with the 
early Dutch traders who did so much to 
advance commercial enterprise in Japan, 
and who endured many hardships in’ doin, 
so, it cannot part with the representative of 
those early adventurers without a feeling of 
regret that another link is being broken 
which binds the Nagasaki of the present to 
the Desima of the past.—H.M.S. Magpie 
arrived at Nagasaki on the 8th after a short 
cruise South, and the French corvette 
Cosmao arrived on the 13th from Yokohar 
—The Galley of Lorne, on her passage fro 
Shanghai, sighted about twelvo miles outside 
Woosung’a ship-rigged corvette, supposed 
to be Russian (probably the Bayan), and 
the French flag-ship Armide was also in 
that locality. 

















wI0G0. 


Tho News describes the Government 
Engineering Works at Shindin as a very 





extensive, enterprising, and prosperous 
undertaking. It was formed by combining 
the Kaga Foundry, started in 1869 by the 
Daimio of Kaga and taken over by the 
Government in the beginning of 1872, with 
the Vulcan Iron Works, started under the 
auspices of the China and Japan Trading 
Company, but bought by the Government 
also in 1872. The foreign staff at prosent 
numbers four, with Mr. Heise as Chief 
Engincer, and the works give employment 
to about 920 skilled mechanics, exclusive 
" 3, and the orders in hand 
found necessary 
to keep the works open till10 p.m. Tho 
Inland Seatrafficmust be in process of extra- 
ordinary development, if we may gauge it by 
the demand at present existing for suitablo 
vessels. One small steamer was launched 
only a fow wecks ago ; about soventy-five por 
cont. of tho wood work of the old Coun-marn 
ins just beon ronowod and sho is noarly 
renly for non; tho Hosho-maru (tho old 
Filipina) hos had now hoilora putinto hor ; 
i tho atockk there ix w throo-mantod 
schooner about 120 foot long and a now 
ldlo steamer of about 200 tons burden, 
specially built to attain a speed of over 
twelve Enots on adraught of six feet. The 
engines for a boat of about, 120 tons are 
nearly completed and have been entirely 
spot, as will also be the en- 
gines for the powerful boat above men- 
tioned, as well as for three more steamers 
—one paddle and two screw—of about 100 
tons each, which will be immediately laid 
down to order. In addition to the above, 
orders are on hand for two sailing ves: 
sels, so that ata rough estimate there is 
work enough on hand, with the present 
staff, for the next three years, and the 
concern must be paying well. Although a 
Government establishment, the m: 
ment lays itself out especially for tl 
execution of ee contracts, which it is 
understood all the above-mentioned are. 
Without going into the vexed question of 
the desirability of the Government sup- 
porting such establishments, the evidence 
this one affords of the rapid development of 
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trade must be most satisfactory to 
who are watching the progress of 


lere is an item of interest to merchants 
and traders generally. The Osaka Nippo 
says ‘the flannel made under the superi 
tendence of the Bureau of Industry of Waka- 
yama Ken is in good demand, and a large 
yuantity has been ordered by the Chinese 
Government.”—On the night of the 25 
April the bodies of Saigo, Kirino, Murata, 
Ikegami and Katsura, which had been 
buried in the Jakomeiji, Kagoshima, were 
removed by their relatives to another place 
in the grounds of the same temple, and 
the body of Shinowara, who died in Kichi- 
jitoge and was buried there, was carried to | 
the same place as the others. This took 
place at night, to avoid the gathering 
together of large crowds, but some thous- 
ands of people got to know of it and 
collected together, and though much ea 
was exercised by the police, some of the 
spectators wero hurt, Many were cry 

in front of the tombs, and since th 
have been over 2,500 visitors daily. 
























YOKOHAMA. 

‘The Herald regrets to have to record the 
perpetration of another of those dastardly 
assassinations which have from time ini- 


memorial been the enrse of Japan, H. E. 
Okubo Toshimichi, Minister of the Interior, 
was assassinated on the morning of the L4th 
inst., abont half-past eight o'clock. ‘The 
murder took place on the road immediately 
in the rear of the old Kishin yashi:i, just 
outside the castle moat, between the AKwaka 
and Kui-chi-gai gates.’ His Excellency was 
Ariving in a carriage from his residence near 
the Kasumi-ga-séki to the palace outside the 
Kuichi-gai gate. ‘The road at the place 
mentioned takes a sharp turn, on the right 
being a wide piece of uncultivated ground, 
and on the left a copse of small tree: 
this spot the assassins were conc 
‘Phey are said to have been six or seven in 
number, drexsed like Japanese students, in 
hadri and hakama, their hair eut in forci 
style, and hats on their heads, They were 
armed with short Japanese dirks, bat one 
of the number is said to have ‘carried a 
long sword. They commenced their on- 
slaught by eutting down the hetto, who was 
running ahead, and they next_hamstring 
the two horses, thus bringing the carriage 
to watandatill.” The door was forced open, 
amd His Excellency dragyed ont and 
murdered by repeated stabs and cuts. The 




















Into and groom are stated to have been 
ran 


killed on the spot. The assa 
up the steep hill to the Ku 
Various rumours are afloat as to them,— 
sumesaying they have all escaped, othersthat 
of the number surrendered themselves. 
Okubo's loss will be an 
the administration, of w 
death, 1 
ing api 
of 
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parable one to 
since 
















sted the aympathy of foreign 
the work of civilization im this 





He says HAE, Okubo Toshimi 
was assassinated this morning, om the way 
. from his residence to the Daijo-Kuan, 
shortly before ten o'clock, by a band of 
seven men, four of whom gave themselves 
up, two Were captured, and one at last 
accounts remained at large. One report, 
received more recently, states that the inur- 
dered man was dragged from his brougham, 
and hacked to death. A dirk is also 
said to, have been left sticking in his body 
with a paper attached, bearing the inscrip- 
tion :—'"This is the reward of treason. 
‘The scone of the assassination was Kui 
chi-yai, distant about five cho (not 600 

















| are said to have been lopped off. Strange 


| where, in 1873, Iwakura’s life was unsuc- 





yards) from the Imperial Palace at Akasaka. 
Close by three men, probably the coach- 
man and the two bettoes, were found mur- 





dered. Okubo's head and one of his arms 


to say, the spot where the assassination 
was perpetrated is identical with that 


cessfully attempted. 
In Nippon Notes, the Gazette translates 
the following items:—The amount sub- 
scribed by Japanese to the China Famine 
Relief Fund was exactly 30,000 yen on the 
4th instant.—A wide road is to be con- 
structed between the Horouchi coal mines | 
and the Ishigari river, in Yezo.—Some of | 
the convicts now in Tsukudajima, says the 
Mui-nichi Shiniun, willshortly be sent to the 
Hachijio and six other islands on the coast 
of Jdzu, there to be employed in agriculture. 
himadzn-Tadayoshi, who visited Tokio 
some months ago, has returned home by the 
Hirvshine Maru, whieh left Yokohama on 
the 8th instant.’ ‘The principal object of 
his return is to improve the gold and silver 
mines of Yamateno, Nabeyama, and Ono- 































Mi-ike in Kioto. ‘The Honganj 
in Monasteries each subscribe 
and many other persons have g ger 
and smaller sums of money. Eighteen blind 
persons and thirty-one mutes between the 
ages of six and twenty years are now 
sheltered and maintained in this refuge. 
A telegram sent from Paris, at 2.50 p. 
on the 8th Minis 
Home 
Commissioner to the Paris Exhibition, was 
received on the 10th. It states that since 
the opening of the Exhibition the amount 
realised from the sale of articles in the 
Japanese Section was 30,000 yen. The 
despatch also states everything was in good 
order.—It is rumored, says the Choya 

hun that the Russian Government 
sires to buy the three Japanese war 
vessels, namely, Fuso, Kongo, and % 
built in England, and that a proposition to 
take them over at an_ extraordinarily high 
price has been made by Russia to the 
Jovernment of this country. 
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AUSTRACE OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

April 17th_—(1) A Decree. Liu Hai-ngao, 
compiler of the Han-lin College, and others, 
request that orders may be given for the 
temporary levy of an additional lekin on 
Ht szech'wan salt to be applied 
Board of Revenue 
wultaneonsly 
-chiémg and Chow 


ns As 


1 depart. 

































with these of Shén 
sh 





having fallen in any quantity. 
inces of Kinngsn, Auhwei, Kiangsi, 

Fuhkien, ’ Hupeh,’ Hunan, 
Shantung, Szech’wan and Kwangtung are 
cach immediately to provide some tens of 
thousands of taels, which are to be for- 
warded to the famine provinces without 
delay. 

(4) The remainder of this day's Gazette 
cupied with a memorial from Hwang 
Tii-fang, Deputy Supervisor of Instruction, 
‘hich ian alreody been summarised in ¢ 
deere of the 2nd April, and his attack 
upon Tung-siin, President of the Board of 
Revenue, severely censured. He divides 
his subject into numerous headings, com- 
meneing with an exposition of his views 
‘on the question of foreign loans in the 

















following terms :—During the past year 
‘the metropolitan and provincial authorities 


have exhausted every device ; voluntary 
contributions and exhortations to charity 
have been pushed to their utmost lit 
and all that is now obtainable in the way 
of funds are miscellaneous driblets of no 
material advantage, or the exec 
schemes the maturing of which 
oo long to meet the urgency of present 
needs. While plans are thns being tumed 
over, and assistance delayed, the dying are 
already dead, and brewing tumult has 
burst into activity. To obtain the 1 
sums that are immediately required, loans 
must be contracted with foreign merchants, 
from whom five to six million (taels?) can 
be procured, with which foreign rice should 
be purchased. If telegraphic instructions 
were seiit from Shanghai to foreign.coun- 
tries to ‘purchase and send forward grain 
or rice of any description, it could We laid 
down in Shanghai in two mouths, andatonce 
distributed in the provinces of Shansi, Ho- 
nan, and Chihli, If it be argued that the 
magnitude of the am stiggests appre- 
hensions as to the possibility of repayment, 
it may be asked what, if brigandage oF 
revolt arise and military operations are 
mee set in motion, will be the outlay ina 
single Tn ancient days a precedent 
was aflorded for contracting foreign loans ; 
Ts'in borrowed from ‘sin, and Lu from 
the straits to which the Govern- 
o alternative 
The 




































at from five to six million piculs. The 
furnaces employed are as large as an 
ordinary room, and the volumes of smoke 
they emit can be seen for miles, and appear 
at a distance as if they proceeded (je 
the funnel of a steamer. The Board of 
Revenue have negatived the suggestion for 
the temporary prohibition of this industry, 
as submitted by Li Hung-chang; and why? 
simply because they will thereby lose some 
‘Tis. 30,006 ‘subsistence money” that 
they have hithesto derived from the sale 
of ‘licences for this manufacture. The 
staff of officers employed by this particular 
Board is comparatively large, and surely 
the small amount which would be re- 















alised by each individual from the dis- 
tribution of this sun is insufficient to 
warrant its retention at the expense of the 
turn 





people at large. He then discusses 
various measures for the better pro 
of relief ; unges the necessity of. ~ 
greater facilities for expression of 
on the part of stibordinate offices, who, 
from their immediate contact with the 
people, are often able to give more sound 
advice than those who are higher in the 
official scale; and the advisability of 
granting moro frequent audiences to civil 
‘nthorities, who of Inte have. often 
excluded from the presence by the 
er of military officials that aro re- 
the mont part dovoid of 





















1 arrogant 
in foxtorud by’ 











upon Tung-siin, President of the Boa 
Revenue, whom he stigmatises as vicious 
and devoid of principle, a man who durin 
the past year has persistently negati 
every suggestion connected with famine 
relic, and thus checked the flow of the 
Imperial bounty, ignorant apparently of 
the fact that the “pulse of the state” an 
the essence of good government, consist i 
the maintenance and preservation of the 
people. | He negatives appropriations of 
tribute grain because, forsooth, he must 
have regard for ‘radical interests’ 
negatives the issue of grain for sale at 
reduced rates, the very measure that 
should be adopted in the interests of 
the metropolitan population for whose 
welfare he professes such solicitude. The 
character of the man in other respects 
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is plainly evident from his refusal, in 
his grasping avarice, to acquiesce in the 
cessation of distilling operations. The 
head of the Board of Revenue, the comp- 
troller of the finances of the Empire, is un- 
able in a time of dearth like this, when the 
Imperial heart is exercised day and night, 
to offer a single remark or devise a single 
plan, Surely he cannot escape from the 
penalties attaching to incompetence. Add 
to this a covetons and despicable spirit, 
a heart full of deceit and frand, calling 
forth the execration of his colleagues in 
the Tsung-li Yamén and the curses of 
the entire nation, Can such a man be 
eutrusted with the control of affairs of 
the State or the welfare of its people! 
‘Phe memorialist earnestly hopes that His 
‘Majesty will cut short his official career. 
‘The memorial concludes with a criticism 
on the laxity of the judicial system illus. 
trated hy several examples, (For decrees 
ave Gazettes of 2nd and 1th April.) 

April 18th.—(1) A deeroo in anawer to a 
suggestion from the Censor Ts'ao Ping-che, 
requesting that the ageneies for the issue of 
rice gruel within the Tartar city of Pek 
may be remon ces outside the city 
wally, Care should of conrse be taken to 
discriminate between the really indigent 
and bad characters who are sure to” be 
found amongst the thousands that apply 
daily for relief, and any charitable persons 
wishing hereafter to establish agencies of 
this description must place them without 
the city walls, but the removal of those 
already in existence involves too great and 
sudden changes to warrant the step being 
taken. 

(2) A Decree. Tho Consor Tsao Pi 
represents that the fall of rai 
suuthern provinecs has been excessive, and 
begs that attention may be directed towards 
provision against pending ealunity. When 

such # thing before been known i. 
versal desolation from floods and drow: 
Jt is the duty of all provineial high 
authorities in ordinary times to devise and 
plan measures of i 
calamity does a 
sion to meet it. 3 Tsai 
declares, in the provinces of Kianzst, 
Chekiang, Kiangsi, Fohikien and Kwang: 
tung the frosts and snows of Winter 
e been followed by incessant rain for 
days iy succession, i i 
tural 6pe ot be carried on at 
their proper season, and seed rotted in the 
xrunnd, then it is greatly to be feared that 
the harvest will bea bad one, and the people 
will look forward with anxiety to the distress 
that awaits them, Let the provineial high 
authorities concerned carefully investigate 
the condition of the varions districts under 
their charge, and make timely provision for 
threatening distress. Inspection should be 
held of the stores of grain in hand, and 
where these are deticient, monies should be 
appropriated for the purchase of further 
supplies. ‘Their subordinates must be 
strictly enjoined to take steps duly to 
secure the object in view, and bare state- 
ments or nominal compliance must in 10 
wise be accepted. 

(8) A decree of the stereotyped nature, 
on ynrrity of official administration. 

4) A memorial by Kiang Yi 
secretary inthe office of registrativ 

ry stores—a sub-lepartment of the 
Tard of War-—and second class. assistant 
secretary on probation, who submits at 
great length his views on different subjects, 
which have already heen noticed in a decree, 

f topic of interest upon which 
hes is t] of forei 
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of Shansi, Honan, Shéusi, 
o have heen redifeed to’ such 
feed ontdead bodies, 
or, even worse, eat one another's ehildre 
‘Phe recital of such li es one 
shudder with disgust. To meet misery of 
such magnitude large funds are required, 
and local resources being exhausted, the 








memorialist begs to propose that three or 
fo2z millions of taels in foreign currency 
be borrowed from foreigners, to be applied 
to the purchase of any grain fit for con- 
sumption in the northern provinces, which 


should be shipped by steamer to Chefoo 
and ‘Tientsin for transmission inland. 
Should there not be sufficient grain in 
the South or the islands to the South, 
tiations might be entered into with 
ign and native merchants for the pur- 
chase of supplies from Manila, Lew-chew, 
Japan, or Cores. Now that military opera- 
tions are at an end, no apprehensions need 
be entertained as to the difficulty of repay- 
iment of any loans, however large ; the land 
tax can well be appropriated to the payment 
of all such by instalment. (For decree see 
Gazette of 6th April.) 

April 19th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Shun-tien reports a. rainfall of 
ches and upwards of saturation. Si- 
K’o-si-k’o has tendered his testament- 
ary memorial. 

(1) A decree remitting the penalties 
which Li Hung-chang has requested may 
be inflicted upon himself for his inability to 
combat successfully the suffering and want 
in the Ho- 
province, 
most zealous and _enerze 














































remains for the Suvercigi 
niutually to examine into their sh 
id to hope thi 
ways aud the cultiva- 
n of virtue, the present calamity may 
taken away and peace given unto the people. 
Let Li Hung: then, identify himself 
with the unceasing care and solicitude dis- 
played by Us, and put forth all his energies 
mm the devising and execut of measures 
that shall meet actual 
plete aul sai 
himself worthy 
been reposed in him. 
urace, We com: 
Li Hung. 
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Hlicted upon himself shall be re 
(2) 





A decree expressing thi 


fi 






mit 
the plin white bumer corps, who rose 
from the rank of a common suidier to his 
present. position, and has on many occa- 











sions distinguished himself on the tield 
of battle, 





The customary honors are to be 
penalties recorded 
We are to be remitted, 

conferring th 
of Lieutenant-General, » that 
vacant through the death. of the above 
officer, upon Té-fuh 78 BH (transferred 
from the yellow banner corps to which he 
was appointed two days previously.) ‘The 
post vacated by the former is conferred upon 


Che-hoh rs A. iM 

(4) A Decree. Yung-hii, Assistant Cham- 
berlain, has repeatedly applied for leave, 
nce and idleness in the 
performance of “his oti We 
command that he vacate this office, and 
a fine of three years’ salary be inflicted 
on him. 









(8) A decre 
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the condition of the pa 
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1, which threatened 
floods, tely 
Is were cle: 
subsided. 


the river 
> and the pressire gra 
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Officers were sent” to 
sto get down rice 











the price of grain, 
which was very high ; 28,000 piculs have 


been obtained, and a slight diminution in 
the market rate has been effected, but 
prices are still far above the average, and a 
steady import will be required to affect 
them to any extent. One disastrous effect 
of the rainy weather has been the stoppage 
of the salt trade. While there is no sun, 
evaporation in the pans cannot go on, and 
every day that the rain continues adds to 
the distress of producers and consumers. 
One class that is seriously affected by the 
failure of the salt supply are the fishermen, 
who depend largely upon it for curing their 
fish. When they can get neither salt, to 
cure, nor sun to dry the fish that they 
bring in, their trade is gone, and they will 
probably turn pirates for want of something 
better to do. The tea crop is likely to 
suffer materially ; as the young shoots are 
injured by the continued rain. The hills 
and valleys in the four prefectures of Yén- 
piing, Kien-ning, Ting-chow, and Shao-wu, 
up the river, are covered with the shrub, 
and the picking of the leaves affords employ: 
ment to over ten thousand igent people. 
If the market fails, they will all come down 
to Foochow in search of food, and, if they 
cannot get it, will probably rise in revolt. 
‘Thus has the memorialist to contend, not 
only with the elements, but also with the 
nus of their ravages, a task that will 
tax his energies to the utn He hopes, 
however, by fasting aud self-examination, 
coupled with vigilanes in the execution of 
provisionary measures, to secure quiet 
amongst the people, and reliovo the Impe- 
rial anxiety. 

April 20th.—(1) A decree ordering the 
ismissal of two District Magistrates i 
Chibli. One, for laxity in the supervision 
of relief measures whereby his underlings 
were enabled falsely to return certain 
honscholds as in need of relief, and to 
embezzle a portion of the funds allotted to 
them. ‘The other, for maltreatment of 
appellants against’ the extortion of his 
underlings, and continued acts of oppres~ 

jawed on their trial 
nd the 
swvholds 






























































(2) A momorial by the Board of Revenue 
i to a charge of the Supervisor 
fang, who acouses them of havin; 
withheld their consent to the cessation o} 
distilling operations, because they would 
therehy lose a large amount of “subsist. 
ence money.” ‘They explain that inthe 
year 1853, at the recommendation of the 
oard, licenses were granted to distillers of 
spirits in the province of Chihli, and the 
system has worked well for twenty years 
and more. Were distilleries suddenly to 
be pnt a stop to, not only would over 
athonsand establishments be thrown out 
of employment, but, in all. probability, 
would be subjected to extortion and ant 
noyance from preventive oflicers ; so that, 
before enjoying the benefits of a reduced 
market, they would have to lose their 
means of livelihood and he subjected to 
tyranny and extortion. While admitting, 
therefore, the fact that distilleries are 
drain upon the grain supply, the Board 
considered that it would be more just to 
proceed gradually, and proposed to Festriet 
the issue of licences to those already in 
pessession of them. As some ten or 
more establishments close every year, if 
no fresh licences are given out, the mim- 
ders will soon be reduced. By’'this com- 





































competent ax the Board may be, 
they could not carry their stupidity to the 
xtent of being actuated by a desire to 
in the “subsistence money,” with 
which Hwang T'i-fangeredits them. They 
beg to offer an explanation of the origin 
of this so-called subsistence money” 


(RB- In the year 1853, the license fee 
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for each establishment was fixed at Tis. 60, 
which was paid into the nearest Magistracy, 
and forwarded to Peking at the end of the 
‘year. Licenses could also be procured direct 
from the Board. In the year 1860 an 
alteration was sanctioned, “under which 
all licenses were to be obtained direct 
from the Board, when the fees amounted 
jin all to something over Tis. 10,900, 
which were at different times allotted 
to the office of the Imperial Housc- 
hold, the Granaries, the coinage depart- 
ment, &c., &c., for payments on account of 
‘wages and food, Careful accounts of the 
manner in which theso sums were dis- 
tributed are on record, and can be referred 
to in verification of the statements of the 
Board, In 1862 a tax of Tis. 32 was levied 
‘on each shop, which brought in an annual 
revenue of from twenty to thirty thousand 
taels, and, with the Imperial sanction, this 
sum was temporarily used to supplement 
deficiencies in the fund for payment of 
subsistence money and wages referred to 
above, They repeat, in conclusion, that 
thoy were actuated in their decision solely 
from a wish to avoid throwing so many 
peoplo auddenly out of employment, and 

from a reluctance to part with 
tho subsistenco money.” (For decree seo 
Gazette of Brd April.) 

April 2h 
day's Gazette is occupied with a long and 
uninteresting memorial from ‘Ting’ Pao- 
chéng, Governor General of Szoch'wan, 
doscribing with tedious minutoness a sorics 
‘of engagements with local insurgents at, 
‘and in the neighbourhnod of, Lo-kiang 
Hien, resulting in the complete’ extermina- 
tion of the latter. 

‘Thore are no other documents of im- 
portance. 

April 22nd.—(Court Circular). Tho Gov- 
ernor of Shun-t'ien reports a fall of rain in 
the capital, to the extent of 4 inches and 
upwards of saturation. 

(1) A docree in answer to a memorial 
from Tso Taung-t'ang requesting permission 
to be allowed to decline the honor that has 
Intely been conferred upon him. Now that 
peace and order have been restored upon 
the frontier, it is right that this high officer 
should be endued with the highest ‘marks 
of Imperial favour, in order to manifest Our 
appreciation of his many acts of gallantry. 
In disclaiming all merit for the services he 
has done, Tso Tsung-t'ang has displayed 
a proper feeling of single-minded sincerity, 
‘but in exercising Our undoubted right to 
reward his merits by the bestowal of a 
patent of nobility, We have followed the 
dictates of propriety. Let him then strive 
to repay Our favours [by a continuance of 
his exertions}, and no longer decline the 
honour bestowed upon him. ‘ 

(2) A decree conferring the following 
appointment ; Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Sccretariat, Yi Ts‘ing ZU BB with rank 
of Vice-president of the Board of Cere- 
monie 

(8) A decree ordering a series of thanks- 
iving services at the various State temples 
1 the rain that was youchsafed to the 
capital on the 16th and 18th inst. The 
Prince of Tun is to officiate on behalf of 
His Majesty. * ; 

(4) Postscript memorial from Kin-shun, 
Military Governor of Ili, forwarding a 
representation from Lung Té-shéng, an 
expectant commander-in-cliief in charge of 
‘memorialist’s mounted body guard, to the 
following effect :—‘‘ My original name was 
K'in, my father’s designation being Ch’eng- 
Kun, and my mother's maiden name Ngon- 
yang. Her elder sister, my aunt, was 
married to a man called Lung, my aunt 
had many children, but none of them 
survived, and she longed earnestly for a 
son. As my parents had two sons, my 
brother and myself, my aunt besought 
them with tears to allow her to adopt 
‘one of us, and my parents consented to 
ive me to them on the understanding 

‘they afterwards had a sop, Iwas to 



















































be returned. During a long military career 
I hare been honorably mentioned on several 
occasions and promoted to my present rank. 
Last year I received two letters from my 
Pateral uncles informing me that my father 

long since died, and that my brother 
had now followed him, leaving no one to 
perform the customary sacrificial rites. ‘Tho 
Lung family having now two sons and the 
Kin family being extinct with the exception 
of myself, they called upon me to return at 
once, in ‘order to prolong the succession 
and minister to my ancestry. This intelli- 
gence has greatly affected me, and I feel 
compelled pitcously to entreat the Governor 
to memorialise His Majesty on my behalf, 
and obtain permission for me to return, 
that pure and proper sacrifices. may be 
offered to the ‘manes of my ancestry.” 
Referred to the Board of War. 











Public Meetings. 








CHINA FAMINE RELIEP FUND. 


A meeting of the China Famino Relief 
Committco was held this morning. Present : 
—The Very Rev. Dean Butcher in the chair, 
Rovs. E.R. Palmer and W. Muirhead, 
Messrs. Hubbe, Wood, Heunequin, and 
Dr. Johiston.” It was stated that tho 
balance of funds in hand of tho Treasurer 
was Ts, 10,830, 

‘Tho Secxerany stated tho bearing of tho 
various lettors ho had received from differ- 
ent quarters, from which it appeared that 
though tho ‘suffering would continue for 
several months, rain had fallen in most of 
the famine provinces, and there was tho 
prospect of a harvest in due time. 

The Deas read a letter from Rev. Canon 
Scott, of Chefoo, stating that he was willin 
to go to the famine districts, as he h 
beon requested, and was prepared to tele- 
graph, home to that feet. Latters from 

"sre Aymeri were then referred to, show- 
ing the stato of things in Honan, Shensi 
and other places, expressing the thankful 
noss of the Cathélic Missionaries ‘there for 
the assistance tendered them, and desiring 
further aid if possible. 

It was moved by Mr. Wood, and seconded 
by Dr. Johnston, that Tis. 4,000 be given 
to Pire Aymeri for distribution, specially 
in Honan and Shensi, where the famine 
was most sovere. This was agreed to. 

Wm. Morueap, 


‘Hon. Secretary. 
Shanghai 17th May. 











SHANGHAI WIND INSTRUMENT SOCIETY. 


The annual mecting of amateur mem- 
bers of the Shanghai Wind Instrument 
Society was held on the 16th instant. 
‘The chief subject for consideration was the 
best means of carrying on the Garden 
Concerts of the Society during the ensuing 
season. Messrs. Galle, Loam, Nachtrieb, 
and Remusat, with Mr. T. G. Smith, as 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, were elected 
‘a Committeo of Management. " Tho Society 
at present consists of about twelve amateur 
and six paid members, and it is hoped that 
more amateurs will join,—It could not bo 
Aecided when tho first concert should be 
given, but practising will commence forth- 
with, 

‘The Hon. Sec. and Treasurer ted 
the following report and statement of ac- 
counts, which it was suggested should be 
published for general informatior 

In submitting the Accounts of the Wind 
Instrament Society for the past season, 
your Committee regret to say, that, from 
tome unknown cause, the subscriptions 
fell very much below the amounte formerly 
‘subscribed, though the number of concerts 
given was above the average. These were 
well attended and seemed to give satisfaction. 

‘The season closed with a deficit of nearly 
$200, which bas been ly covered by 
a donation of Tis, 100 from the Trastees of 








the Recreation Fund, which enables your 
Committee to show an apparent balance in 
hand of $93.08." Againet thie, however, there 
is still a sum of $125 owing to the paid 
members for their services during part of the 
month of September last. 

‘An effort is being made to induce them to 
accept half salary for the time they were 
employed in September last. If this is 
accepted, there will then remain a balance of 
$20.54, which your Committee propose to 
hand over to M. Remusat towardathe expense 
of gas, 

Your Committee cannat clo this without 
expressing the deep obligation the Society is 
Sader to Hl. Romances tor’e greoressly piety 
# room at the disposal of the members for the 
regular practices during last season, 

Wauter Parvos, 











T. G, Suir, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 
The Hosonany Trrasunn im Account Current with the 
‘AbateuR Wixp Ixstnearsr Soctery, 
“Jor the Season 18 
De. 














1877, By Salaries. 
Refresimnents 





‘Total ..91,20047 
Slanghai, 14th Bay, 





7. G, Sure, 
Hon, See, and Treasurer. 





NORTH-CHINA BRANCH OF THE ROYAL 
ASIATIC SOCIETY. 

A general meeting of the above Societ 
was held on the 14th instant, Mr. 'T. W. 
Kingsmill, President, in the chair. ‘Thero 
was about the usual attendance of members. 
After the minutes of the last meeting had 
been read and ccnfirmed, the following 
gentlemen, having been recommended by 
the Council, were electod members, Dr. L. 
S, Little and Mr. G. E. Wellesley, resident; 
and Mr. A. Hosio, of Peking, non-resident. 

‘The Prestenr then read a paper, written 
by Mr. E. H, Parker, on “The comparative 
study of Chinese Dialects,” which was very 
interesting, and at the close elicited some 

rtinent remarks from the Rev. E. R. 

tt and Dr. Macgowan. 

‘A second paper, also read 
ent, was by Mr. A. Hosio, the subject 
being “Sun-spots and Sun-shadowsobserved 
in China, B.C. 28—A.D. 1617." After the 
reading, the President gave the followi 
interesting explanation in connection wi 
the essay 

Although it eould not be considered as 
proved that solar-spots followed an ap- 
proximate eleven years’ cycle, thoro were 
Inany astronomers of ‘high standing who 
supported that theory. | Ho had himeelf 
been so much struck by the contents of 
Mr. Hosie's paper, that he had made the 
trial of placing the observations in an eleven 
years’ cycle, and was pleased to note that 
there was an apparent coincidence. He had 
taken two centuries, and after working out 
cyclo for each independently, had found 
that tho two would fit in with auch a cycle. 
‘Moreover, on extending the table to the 
present century, he found that similar in- 
tervals would bring the cyclo up to the year 
1871, which was marked by an excess of solar 
macule, Having done so much, he had 
looked back to Mr. Hosie’s former paper on 
droughts and famines. ‘The experience of 
the last ten or twelve years in China had 
seemed to show that droughts in North 
China were generally coincident in time 
with excessive floods in the central prov- 
inces, and that it was.an usual occurrence 
for the valley of the Yangtaze to be flooded 
while not a drop of rain fell in Chibli and, 
Shansi. So also he had noted that 
yours of exceasive rainfall in, hihi. 





by the Presid- 
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Shansi, comparatively dry weather prevailed 
in the central provinces, and the summer 
Jovel of the Yangtsze was usually below its 
avorage. He had, therefore, been at some 
pains to tabulate the droughts in connexion 
‘with the solar-spots, and forthis purpose had 
made two tables, one showing the years of 
drought in Chehkiang and Kiangsu, the 
other in Shansi and the Northern provinces. 
‘A coincidence was to be noticed in the 
tables. The years during which solar- 
spots were recorded were for the most part 
ose in which droughts were noted in 
‘Mid-China, and on the other hand droughts 
in North-China were seldom contem- 
raneous with tho recorded solar spots. 
rom a close exami of the noticed 
solar spots he had come to the conclusion 
that they would best fit in with a cycle of 
about eleven years aud thirty days; and 
this conclusion, formed on, independent 
grounds, seemed to be in ‘curious coin- 
idence with the period of the November 
meteors, namely 33$ years. ‘These solar 
apot periods were thus apparently exactly 
‘equivalent to the period of those meteors. 
‘The coincidence did not however end there. 
A glance at the tables would seem to show 
another cycle of excessive droughts in both 
Northern and Central China of about three 
hundred years. One of these periods in 
Northern’ China commenced in the year 
961 and lasted till approximately 1,020 ; 
another commenced in 1,260 and lasted till 
1,820, and a third beginning 1,557 lasted 
more or Jess continuously till’ 1,615. A 
similar cycle seemed to oceur in Mid-China, 
but very curiously hero the droughts 
occurred exactly on hundred years earlier. 
‘The records in the ninth century were not 
very full, but while in North-China but 
one drought was noticed between the mid- 
div of that century and the first quarter of 
the tenth, three droughts were recorded in 
the central provinces, Commencing in the 
year 1,159 was a long series of droughts 
and fataines ending about the year 1,220 ; 
and the same phenomenon was to be 
‘noticed in the fifteenth century, when 
aroughts prevailed from 1,456 well into 
the next century. Mr, Hosie’s records 
ended with the middlo of the soventoenth 
ecutury, so ho was unable to verify the 
return of droughts in those provinces in 
the latter part of the eighteenth century. 
It would be noticed that twenty-seven 
of the assumed spot cycles, or nine of 
the November meteor periods, would 
exactly agreo with these periods. He 
had no explanation to offer for what 
probably merely « coincidence ; but 
ith regard to the coincidence of solar 
spots with droughts in Mid-China, the ex- 
lunation acemed simple, It was ‘acknow- 
jedyed that the monsoons wero caused by the 
unoqual heating of the Earth’s surface. In 
Summer the radiation from the sun raised 
tho temperature of Central Asia, and in 
consequence the heated air had a tendency 
and the partial vacuum had to be 
m_ districts less heated. In this 


































, bi 
vt in motion, 
mountain range of sufficient elevation to 
define the limit of the monsoon ; as soon, 
therefore, as these moisture-laden winds 
from the tropics met with the coolor 
currents flowing from the North, their 
vapours were condensed and fell in rain, 
a belt of which always marked the extreme 
limit of the Southerly monsoon. Assum- 
ing, as there was reason to do, that years 
of ‘solar macuke were likewise marked 
by excessive solar radiation, it would 
naturably follow that the extreme heating 
of Central Asia would produco a stronger 
monsoon than usual, and that the rainy 
belt would be carried further North. Such 
‘@ year was 1871, when comparatively little 
rain fell in the Yangtazo valley, while 
excessive floods, raining the crops over 
large areas, prevailed in North-China. 
On the other hand, if years when few solar 
spots were observed were times of reduced. 








e| yon of the getting ready for th 


radiation, it would readily be understood 
that the monsoon would lose much of its 
force, and the accompanying rainy belt 
would lie considerably to the South of its 
former position, As a matter of fact the 
monsoon of 1877 was unusually weak, nut 
only in China but in the Indian Ocean, 
The rain which in ordinary times would 
hhave passed over our heads, and been de- 
posited in Northern China was condensed 
in the valley of the Yangtsze and in the 
South of China. Excessive rains prevailed 
in consequence, not only in the valley of 
the Yangtsze but as far South as Canton, 
while North China was reduced through 
its absence almost to the state of a desert. 
‘There was, therefore, nothing irrational 
or fortuitous in the supposed connexion of 
famines and sun-spots. Though our xnow- 
ledge of the connexion was at the present 
moment merely rudimentary, it was evident 
that mneh light could be thrown on it by a 
study of the Chinese records, which were 
fuller than those of any other nation, and 
he thereforo welcomed such as’ that 
of Mr. Hosie, and trusted that the work 
begun would’ not be allowed to drop, but 
would result in a thorough examination of 
those records. 

He might mention that he had, along 
with Mr. Taintor, compared the Chinese 
records of solar spots with the various 
transits of Venus, and had ascertained that 
none of them corresponded. In explana- 
tion of the observation of the spots by the 
Chinese, so long before European attention 
was draten to them after the invention of 
the telescope, he might observe that the 
Chinese had'been long in the habit of 
shielding their eyes with dark glasses, 
which would readily permit tho face of the 
gun being seon. “As an instance of how 
readily tho Chinese noticed unusual 
phenomena, he adduced a case in which, 
finding knots of Chineso on a bright day in 
early sunumer congregated at tho corners 
of the roads joining the Bund, he enquired 
the reason, and they pointed out to him the 
unusual occurrence of the sun, the moon, 
and the planet Venus boing’ all visible 
together. He had himself sven the same 

henomena more than once previously, but 
Eesaw no absurdity in pouble who would 
notice a phenomenon of the sort being able 
to see and notice solar spots. 

Votes of thanks were unanimously passed 
to the authors of the papers, and to the 
President for reading them, ‘after which 
the meeting separated, 

















THE SYNOD OF CHINA. 

Drax Sir,—When about to commence a 
piece of writing have you ever sat with 
your pen suspended over tho paper unde- 
termined as to what to say first or whore 
to begin? “A leader a day” should have 
corrected any such hesitancy in your man- 
nor, and Idare say did long years ago. 
But thus Ihave sat for several minutes, 
dipping my pen again and again, yet un: 
decided how to commence. I will not tell 





journey 
nor the hurry and flurry of starting, but 
commence with the moment wo set sail. 
It was nine o'clock on Monday morning 
when the three boats spread their sails to 
a favoring breeze, and we glided quickly 
past tho Arsenal and Lung-hwa Pagoda on 
our way to Hangchow. Boating at this 
season is very enjoyable. ‘The country is 
looking fresh and green. The foliage is 
everywhere rich and abundant, and especi- 
ally so upon the mulberry trees, betokening 
@ good yield of silk—one of the staples 
of the country—along our route. In read- 
Jing, writing, talking and ‘walking, with 
singing and other amusements, the time 
glides quickly by, and with the boats lashed 
together and sailing side by side, we found 
sitting on the decks in the ‘moonlight 
nights very enjoyable. We had a quick 
and pleasant passage, anchoring in the 
country but a short distance from Hang- 








chow on Wednesday evening. 





The Synod met Thursday morning at ten 
o'clock. ‘The members coming from Soo- 
chow met us near the city gate, arriving 
togather. Those from Ningpo atived the 
night. before. At ten o'clock, promptly, 
the Synod met and was opened with a 









sermon by the Rev. Dr. Ne The 
Rev. Dr. A. P. Happer, of Canton, was 
nominated for Moderator, and his experience 


and scholarship eminently qualified him 
for the office. He is held in such high 
esteem by all the Church that he would 
have been unanimously elected, but that 
he declined to be considere.. a candidate 
jon the ground ofthe dificuty he would ox- 
perience in presiding over debates carried 

on in the northern dislects, with which 
he was fot familiar. ‘The Synod re- 
luctantly excused him. Rev. Messrs. 
Hunter, Corbett and C. R. Mills wero then 
put in nomination, and the latter elected. 
Mr. Mills, with tho exception of Dr. 
Happer, is the senior member, and is not 

ly every way worthy of the office, but 
wakes a good chairman. He is kind and 
impartial, and keeps the body to business 
in a way’ that promises a reasonably short 
session, although there is a largo amount 
of routine work before us. In the absence 
of Mr. Dodd, the office of stated clerk 
was declared ‘vacant, and the Rey. Geo. 
F. Fitch, of Soochoir, was elected. ‘The 
Rev. Mr. Melivane was elected temporary 
clerk. Of the members of Synod there 
were but twenty-six present; twenty-one 
ministers and five elders. Of the ordained 
ministors, eleven are foreigners and ten 
are natives, 

A very interesting feature of the meot- 
ing has been the Presbyterial reports. 

Dr, Happer alluded to the difficulty they 
had in getting a foothold in the villages, 
Unless there happened to be a public house 
in the village, 20, one could become a 
resident without the approval of the gentry 
Of the place. Both of the churches sa tho 
Canton Presbytery are in the city of 
Canton. Fifteen infants had been baptized 

the year, and the present adult 
membership is 271, of which about half are 
women. They have two Sunday schools, 
with 115 pupils. ‘The churches had raised 
{$108 during the past year, and the most. of 
vwas expended in Missionary work. ‘This 
may seem a small sum, but the church 
members are poor. Many of the women 
are widows, supporting themselves by 
neeile-work. He spoke of thirteon male 
and seven female helpers, of a training 

hool for men and another for women, a 
girls’ boarding school and fourteen day 
schools, It scems tho Chinese havo day 
schools in Canton for the instruction of 
girls, 2 custom not very general in other 
parts of China, The Doctor gave an ac- 
count of tho conversion of » young man 
from Yiinnan province. From’ the first he 

ted a desire to go back to his native 
and preach the Gospel to his own 

It boing a long distance away and 
no good opportunity offering, he went to 
work among the mandarin speaking resid- 
ents in Canton, of which thore aro about 
70,000, “One day he came in. with ‘hs 
eyes beaming with joy, saying he 
been invited by a mandarin to accom- 
Fany him on a joumey that would tako 

im to his nativo village. His pastor 
finding it would be a suitable and good 
chance for him to realize his long cher- 
rished plan of going home, advised him to 
accept the offer. The church members 
subscribed money and purchased Chriatian 
books for him to take with him, and amid 
tears and prayers he started on his long 
journey of six hundred miles. He spoke 
‘of cases of persecution and of the patience 
and forbearance of the Christians under 
such trials, There are about 14,000 
Cantonese in Australia, and the General 
Assembly of Australia has called the 
Rex. Mr. Vrorman, of the Canton Pres 

yytery, to go and labor among them. 

‘A well deserved tribute ‘was paid to 
the Rev. Mr. Preston, late of Canton, For 
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twenty-three years ho faithfully and daily 
preaclied in his street chapel, which was 
always thronged. Probably more persons 
have heard the Gospel from him than from 
any other Missionary. 








The city of Hangchow, where the Synod 
is now in session, is located on the Tsien- 
dong River, near its mouth. This river is 
noted for its bore, similar, though inferior, 
to that on the Hoogly in India, 

‘The walls of Hangchow are sai 
ten or twelve miles in cirexmference, and 















inelude part of a mountain range stretchi 
off tu the south-west. 

Marco Polo's 
presents the 
great as to stagger belie 
have not 


a it the 





to judge, believe the city 
did once inchide a much larger part of this 
range of mountains, and that Polo's account 
may be quite reliable, 

The vie ill tops well 
repays the weary ascent. On the East is 
Hangchow Bay, the native eraft_present- 
ing a lively scene. To the South is 
the Tsien-dong and across if the 
fertilo plain extending far away towards 
Zao-hyng, On the West is a beautiful 
lakelet, “with mountain ranges beyond. 
Turning to the North, the hills seem to 
enclose the city, which lies far below spread 
ont like a map. Mid the crags and forests 
of these Hangchow hills the wild boar and 
deer have their home, and upon the crystal 
waters of the lake sport a great variety of 
water fowl, including the water pheasant, 
wild goose, ete., etc. 

To this celebrated city, surrounded by 
beautiful scenery, tho representatives of 
Presbyterianism have como from all parts 
of China, to attend the greatest of their 
Ccclesiastical councils. ‘They come from 
Peking and from Canton, and from every 
other city in the Empire where the Ameri- 
can Presbyterian Church has been planted. 
There are also present corresponding 
members from several other ecclesiastical 
bodies. 

‘On Saturday, the Rev, A, E. Moule, 
of the English Church, ‘was invited to 
address the Synod, and spoke in sub- 
stance as follows :~—We, of the Episco 
Church, are but as pupils here, to learn 
of our Presbyterian teachers. ‘Therefore 
criticism, reproof, or counsel scem out of 

c. Twill first’ heartily congratulate the 
ynod on the blessing and prosperity rest- 
ing upon the Mission, May I re 
that “nan proposes, God dis 
our plans may be useful, and will be if 
formed only for God's’ glory and. the 
good of man. But plins, however clever 
and wise, will not necessarily prosper. 
Tho feeblest and meanest plan may be 
useful. For cxample: a year ago, with some 
hesitation, I opened a small chapel in the 
suburb of this city, at the request of the 
native Christians, — It seemed wiser to open 
some other city, but I yielded and opened the 
chapel. No fruit followed for three months. 
One day when the chapel was closed, a man 


passing by saw tho characters WaeeRK 


on the door, and asking what they meant. 
He was directed to our Mission, He re- 
ceived the Gospel and after some time 
returned to his home, 200i south of Hang- 
chow, and through God's blessing, in a 
year's time forty-tive persons have been 
baptized (at his place.) ‘Thirty of them are 
educated men. A fierce persceution broke 
out there in February. This has passed 
by, but the Christians’ themselves cause 
















































































- | of different denominations be 


| in Chinese. 


3.—Pray for us. Finally.—‘In the mom- 
ing sow thy seed, in the evening with-hold 
not thy hand.” 

In replying, the Moderator thanked Mr. 
Moule for his kind words of greeting, and 
remarked that there were distinctions of 
nationality and religions opinions, & 
‘These are distinctions between us as natives 
and foreigners, and putting on a native 
costume does’ not make us Chinese. 
So of distinetions, they exist but aro of 
miner consequence. In the great and im- 
portant matters we agree—we are united 
the scrvice of the same Great Master. We 
hay ers and Chinese 
hould we 
ted in His 






















service here and in glory forey. 
L, Stuart, of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, thenaddressed tke Synod. 
He said they represented but asinall band, 
It was only eleven years since they begat 
work here, and they had seen but little 
fruit. He gave the statistics of their work, 
and said the ladies connected with the 
mission are doing a good work in. visiting 
from house to house, where they are always 
kindly received. He compared the boly 
he represented to Little Benjamin, 

‘Mr. G. W. Painter, of the same Church, 
thanked the Synod for the courtesy 
extended to him, and said he had nothing 
to add to the’ account of the Mission 
work just given. 

‘The Moderator in replying said :—In 
China the children settle about the old 
homestead. ‘Though they marry and have 
families, they either enlarge the parental 
roof or nestlo beneath it. But in America 
(and Great Britain) the children fre- 
quently go forth, forming new homes 
and new centres, yet do not grant 
they have less filial picty than the Chinese. 
And theso two sons of tho Presbyterian 
family, though separated, may each claim 
truc Toyalty to their Father in heaven, 
‘The brother has referred to the body 
he represents as the Little Benjamin, 
Tho figure isa happy one. It will be re- 
membered that after the revolt of the ten 
tribes, Benjamin was faithful, and ever 
after clave to Judah. 

On Saturday, the Rev. D. C. McCoy, of 
Peking, preached, by appointment of Synod, 

His text was Psal. 16, 8, “I 


























have set the Lord always before mi 
In his introduction he spoke of David's 
character, a holy man, Wo should fol- 
low his example. Ii he set the Lord 
always before him, so should wo :—1, as 
a Leader; 2, as a Protector; 3, as’ an 
Example; 4, as the Divine’ Chastener 
for unr good.’ He showed groat fluency in 
the language as well as ability in the treat- 
ment of his subject. 

Tho Rev, Dr. Happer was appointed 
to proach in English’ on Sanday pum. 
There was x largo attendance and close 
attention, His subject was Hab. 3, 2, 
“Lord revive thy work.” He spoke of 
the necessity and the importance of a 
revival, and pointed out the means to 
be used, closing with an allusion to the 
following sources of encouragement:—God's 
Promises and Providences ; the signs of 
the times and the success of the Gospel in 
other places, as Foochow, Amoy, Formosa, 
and parts ‘of Chihkiang province, and 
especially at present in Shantung. 

In tho reports from Shantung were 
touching descriptions of the wretchedness 
and misery to which the people had been 
reduced by the famine. The benevolence 
of foreigners in sending relief was men- 
tioned with the warmest expressions of 



































anxiety ; a want of harmony grieves the 
‘Missionary. ‘This event may show :— 
—That we must not despise feeble agen- 
cies, 2.—Tho characters posted on the 
door may illustrate Christian example, which 
is often more eloquent than precept. The 
dumb chapel spoke by these 

Bo we may live if we cannot preach. 








gratitude. 

The business of the Synod is progressi 
with as much despatch ss can be expected, 
But there is an amount of work on hand 


that can hardiy be finished sooner than 
the middle or last of the week at the very 
earliest. 

Mth Blay. 


In the meetings of the Synod yesterday 
a large amount of routine work was de- 
spatched. The Committee on Presbyterial 
Union reported, and read several letters 
favoring the union of all the Presbyterian 
bodies in China, 


The Rev. John Ross, of Newchwang, 
writes :—‘The proposal of an alliance of 
all the Presbyterian Churches in China has. 
my most cordial concurrence, for it were 
worse than shame did we. pormit’ the, 
Chinese to believe, or give them cause to 
infer, that our Religion for Man is narrowly 
national or bigotedly sectarian.” Dr. 
Williamson, of Chefoo, also wrote, favoring, 
the alliance, and the Southern Presbyterian. 
body appointed Rev. Mossra, Stuatt and 
Davis to represent them in secking to form 
such an Union. 

The Synod, continued, the Committee 
adding the names of the Rey. B.C. Henry, 
of Canton, the Rev, W, S. Holt, of Shang- 
hai, and the Rev. J. L. Whiting,'of Poking. 
This Committee uthorised to act in 
connection with similar committees from 
other bodies, and the hope expressed that 
such an Union would be consuminated at 
no distant day. The standards of the 
Presbyterian Church were translated by 
Dr. Happer many years ago, and after the- 
organization of the Synod he asked for the 
appointment of a Committee to revise these 
books. As Chairman of that Committee, 
he now reported progress, and expressed & 
hope that the work would be finished in a 
few month: 

Tast evening after adjournment, many 
of the membors of the Synod accepted 
an invitation to visit the residence of 
the wealthy banker Woo, to which he is 
pleased to admit visitors. “Our large party 
was received with every mark of attention. 
Well dressed attendants met us at the door 
and conducted us through the labyrinth of 
rooms, halls, courts, grottoes, gardens, 
&c. The buildings are spacious and most 
levishly ornamented with carving and 
paintings. ‘Tho farniture is moutly of 
Chinese stylo and manufacture, and of the 
richest and rarest description. Ev 
room contained one or two clocks, and in 
one room there were seven, all of the 
costlivst anc most curious styles. ‘Thero is 
a beautiful bridge, over a small sheet of 
water, and in the middle of the bridge a 
pavilion elaborately carved and orna- 
ented. Crossing the bridge we entered 
asscrics of artificial caves and grottoes, 8o 
true to nature that it was hard to believe 
they had not been built by the Great 
Architect of the Universe. Birds of rare 
and beautiful plumage were seen among 
the shrubbery or hanging in cages under 
the pavilions, and the sound of their songs 
and sereains echoed among the rocks and 
trees. After we had been shown through 
the grounds, the ladies were invited to the 
Indies’ appartments, and the gentlemen to 
the reception hall’ to bo entertained by 
the gentlemanly proprietor. Mr. Woo 
not in good health, and added to 
this has lately experienced ‘a heavy 
affliction in the death of his brother. 
However, he met us with simple and un- 
affected hospitality. ‘The hall was gor- 
geously furnished. Conspicuous were tho 
Golden Tablets from the Emperor, con- 
ferring posthumous honors on “Ms. Woo's 
parents. The walls of the rooms wore of 
marble, and the furniture was inlaid with 
the most beautiful and curious specimens 
of the same stone. 

After enjoying some fino flavored 
Hangehow tea, and a pleasant chat, we 
were invited into another court adjoining 
the ladies’ appartments, whero we met the 
ladies of our party, and Mr, Woo signifi- 
cantly called attention to the paintin 
‘about the galleries, ‘The eye baturaliy 
wandered above, and rested on the lovely 





















































forms leaning over tho balcony. And if 
‘Mr. Woo fancied that his beautifal wives 
and daughters received more attention 
than the pictures he was not mistaken, 
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The story of Woo is thus briefly told. 
‘There was a Mandarin who had a bank, 
the management of which he left mostly to 
others. One day he received intelligence 
that his manager had run away. On going 
to the bank he found everyone connect 
with it had fled, except one of the assistants. 
He asked him why he did not go too. 
‘The young man replied that he thought he 
could yet save the institution from ruin, if 
he had a chance, The Mandarin promised 
his support, and toid him to do the best he 
could, He went to work, and showed 
unustial ability in the management of 
money matters. In course of time he 
became manager-of many banks, and is 
now the millionaire of Hangchow, the Mr. 
Woo whose palatial residence we were 
permitted to Tt is said to be the 
finest private residence in the Empire, and 
iurpassed Ly the Emperor's Palace | 













‘of the West Lake. 
‘There is a beautiful paved road in front of 
the palatial grounds. A high wall colored 
with the Imperial yellow surrounds the 
ruins, ‘The wallis in ruins in many places, 
and no attempt has been made apparently for 
‘years, perhaps for centuries, to keep up the 
‘There is but one building, and of 
that there is left only the two ends and a 
part of the roof. It is a lofty building, 
and the falling roof is supported by pillars 
of a rare and costly wood. ‘The remains 
of some of the paintings on the roof and 
walls are still fresh, and the colors bright. 
Fhe grounds extend up the mountain, 
probably to the top. And though the 
grottoes, bridges, walks and_ pavilions 
are overgrown with weeds and shrubs, and 
partly covered with ivy, honeysucele and 
‘sweet jessamine, yet it is easy to imagine 
what @ beautiful spot it once was. 

A few steps away we visited the grave of 
the celebrated General Yok. In the first 
building on the left, as you enter, is pre- 
served a life-sized statue of the General's 
horse. In the main building is an image 
of tho General himself, occupying the 
place of an idol and constantly worshipped. 
Around the walls of this temple are many 
tablets cut in marble, our attention being 
called to one from the Emperor in his own 
handwriting. A few rods to the west 
is the tomb of this noble patriot. It is 
enclosed by a high stone wall, nearly 
covered with sweet jessamine ‘now in 
full bloom. Entering the gateway, a broad 
avenue leads to the tomb, with stone 
statues of horses, priests, etc., on both 
sides. Upon the’ right of the General's 
tomb isthe tomb of his They are 
both round mounds, much alike, constructed 
of masonry and plastered on the outsi 
In front is a stone slab, with an inser 
inChinese. It will, perhaps, be remembered 
that the man by whose grave we now stand, 
was commander-in-chiet of the Chinese 
forces about six hundred yearsayo. ‘Traitors 
sought to betray the country, but found it 
necussary first to remove this brave and 
true man, He was therefore accused of 
treason, and by false witnesses proved 
guilty, condemned and put to death. His 
dying’ request was that his only son be put 
to death first, lest he should be put forward 
‘asa leader to rebel against the Emperor. 
‘Many years after, when his innocence had 
been proved, it was decreed that this costly 
mausoleum be erected to his memory, and 
that four cast iron elligies of his accusers be 
made, representing them bound hand and 
foot and kneeling before his grave. One 
set of these images has rusted out, but they 
have been replaced by another, at which 
th, Chinese visitors throw stones, treating 
thon, with  coutempt. The 


wild :eanauitie, 















































MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 
t Atthe Meeting of the Council held in 
She Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 

hanghai, on Monday, the 13th May, 1878, 
#9 o'clock a.m. 

Present :—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
R. H, Artindale, G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. 
Hubbe, E. H. Lavers, E. G. Low, R. 
Mackenzie, J. H. Wisner, G. Withers, and 
the Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous mecting are 
read, confirmed, sigued and passed for 
publication. 

Cash Statement, for the weeking ending 
11th instant, is submitted for inspection, 
and cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Land Registration.—Report from Coi 
mittee ay 













animously 
# Land Office, with a regular Surveyor, &« 
attached to it, involving a considerab 
outlay for two or three years, in quite 
unnccossary, as the Conncil at present have 
aLand Office where all tra 

aro registered when received from the 
different Consulates. 

Building Regulations.—Draft of By-law 
giving the Council power to make rules for 
regulating the building of native houses, is 
submitted and ordered to be printed and 
circulated amongst the Ratepayers. 

















The proposed building regulations for 
native houses are approved of by the 


Council, with the exception of Rules Gand 9, 
which they think should be omitted. 








Miscellaneous. 








THE PROPOSED BUND SCHEME FOR THE 
ENGLISH SETTLEMENT. 

We have received what is called a 
“Memorandum on the proposed Bund 
Scheme for the English Settlement,” ac- 
companied by a well-drawn and coloured 
plan, showing the alterations proposed to 
© made—both of which we shall, for 
the present, permit to speak for them- 
selves. The memorandum is as follows :— 

It is proposed that the foreshore shall be 
raised and extended into the river from the 
Yang-king-pang Creek to the Peking Road 
Jetty, following a curved line drawn be- 
tween the heads of each existing public 
jetty. A now bund line would thus be 
formed which, it is conceived, should 
receive the approval both of those in charge 
of, and of those interested in, the conser- 
vancy of the harbour. ‘The proposed line 
would leave untouched the pontoons and 
their bridzes, and, with the supervision 

assumed will henceforth be given 
to the river banks under the new “Har- 
bour Rules,” no apprehension need be 
entertained as to further encroachment on 
this side of the river. 

A scheme of the nature now set forth 
was brought before the ratepayers at meet- 
ings held in May and August, 1872, when 
it was suggested that the reclaimed ground 
should be converted into a public garden. 
Doubtless it was the expense attending such 
scheme that led mainly to its being for a 
time put aside ; it is now intended to show 
how the advant proposed when the 


























| curved line of bund was first suggested, can 


dest be obtained with a minimum of ex- 
penditure to the public. 

‘A reference to the accompanying plan 
will show the river bunded out as sug- 
gested—an even curved line being drawn 
from the present stone bunding at the 
mouth of the Yang-king-pang to the head 
of the Peking Road Jetty. (This line 
could be continued past i 
Garden and iowards Cr 
it were hereafter deemed desirable by the 
river authorities.) 

From the Yang-king-pang and alongside 
the river, as far, say, as Kinkiang Road, it 











is proposed that a new road (of 100 feet in 


width, including side-walks) be formed ; 
leaving the river at that point it would be 
directed so that its inner sidewalk should 
merge into the present one at the boundary 
wall between the properties of Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. and Messrs. 
David Sassoon, Sons & Co.; or be so 
aligned as to suit the convenience of the 
owners of these and the adjacent properties. 

‘The substitution of this proposed new 
road (coloured yellow on the plan) for the 
‘one now existing, would leave unoccupied 
spaces (coloured pink) between the former 
and the boundaries of certain bund lots ; 
these spaces there is fair reason to believe 
the several proprietors would consent to 
take over, and at a valuation that would go 
far to mect the expenditure entailed by the 
scheme now suggested. It is calculated 
that the area that might thus be acquired 
is 164 mow. 

If the line of the new road (still 100 fect 
wide) be brought into the present road as 
sketched in the plan, a space of about 2k 
mow would be left between that ne 
and the river between Kinki 
Nanking Roads; and a larger spa 
mow, between the latter and Peking Road. 
‘These spaces (coloured green) would be 
available for the extension of the present 
publi garden. 

Rough estimates have beon made of the 
expense of this undertaking, that. is—the 
extending the foreshore-bunding (with solid 
backing faced with granite)—making the 
new road—relaying the gas and drain pipes 
—transplanting trees, de. One estimate 
makes it 104,000 Taels (of which 70,000 
‘Taels is put down for bunding) ; a second 
gives 84,000 Tacls as the probable cost. 
reason to believe, however, that 
both estimates aro too high, for, as regards” 
the main item of bunding, only 42,000 Tacls 
were set down for a brick and stone bunding 
inthe “Estimates for the New Bunding 
Scheme,” laid before the Ratepayers on the 
12th August, 1872. 

Shanghai, 11th May, 1878, 



































Correspondence. 


THE FAMINE IN THE NORTH OF CHINA. 


The subjoined correspondence has been 

handed to us for publicatio 
Tientsin, 13th May. 

Dear Mr, Meiruesp,—The enclosed 
letter from Mr. Hill at Hankow announces 
the death of Mr. W just 
beginning his labours This sad 
event will be a terrible blow to the little 
army engaged in the distribution of the 
relief supplies, but they seem stout-hearted 
and faithful to their work. I received your 
kind note of Gth May, yesterday, and a 
bill of Inding for Ts. 6,433 from the Agra 
Bank. I shall call a meeting to-morrow, 
and decide on its immediate distribution, 
principally for the purchase of seed corn, 

Mr. Lees has returned, in consequence 
of Mr. Hall's illness, but returns shortly to 
his district. I shall see Pere Wynhoven 
to-day, and ask for his report. He is in much 
distress, however, as the oldest Sister has 
justdied of typhus, It gives usa good deal of 
anxiety to decide on the distribution of the 
magnificent sum sent up, and we are always 
glad to get your approval. I will enquire 
what chance there is of Honan drawing 
supplies, vid Taiyuen Fu, and let you 

now. 




















Believe me, my dear Sir, 
‘Yours very sincerely, 





R. J. Forrest. 
Shu-kow, ©: April. 

pear Mi mest, T have 

written Mr. Muirhead rather iengthily, 


giving him full particulars of our work here 
to the present date, it occurred to me that 





it might be well to leave the letter open, s0 
that if you or any member of the Tientsin 
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“Committee cared to see it, you could do 80, 
-and would then perhaps excuse me writin; 
to you direct, as our time is fully occupi 
with the work we have on hand. 

Tam glad to add to what I have said to 
Mr. Muirhead, that native benevolence is 
flowing into Shu-kow. An ex-Cheshien has 
just announced his intention of giving 
Tis. 2,000 for the relief of the sufferers in 
this district. He has just received an ap- 
pointment to the Treasurership of Sze- 
ch‘wan province. A Tiny Taotai also is, 
T hear, coming to distribute personally 
‘Tis. 2,000. But good as this is, Tis. 4,000 
do not go far in relieving the numbers of 
people who are starving. 








With kind regards, believe me, dear Mr. | 


















Forrest. 
Yours since 
Davi» Hint. 
Shu-kow Hien, 29th April, 
My pean Mn, Moturan 
mittee and sispporters of the Fu 
Fund will be glad to learn that. w 








yot fairly into the work of distribu 
mm. ‘The sphere chosen for us is tho 
district of Shuckow #PYPH, 80 li to the 
South of Tai-yuen Pu, whero Mr. Richard 
. This piace was selected for us 
y HE. the Governor ‘facn Kwoh-ts‘euen, 
and. Mr. Richard thought that we had 
better accept the selection and act in 
harmony with the Governor's views, al- 
though Shu-kow was acknowledged to be 























suffering considerably less than the towns 
further South. We (Mr. Turner and I) 
therefore left Tai-yuen forthwith, and three 


weeks ago entered Shu-kow, a walled town, 
with wide streets, flat-roofed houses, b 
ish water, a good grain market, a few 

ilies and numbers of bey: 
district is not a large one, containin 






only 


‘some fort villages, though since its 
amalgamation with the neighbouring Hien 





of Tsing-yuen, the number has increased 
altogether to a hundred and thirty. Of 
these, the Shu-kow villages are dependent 
entirely on agriculture, whilst those on the 
“‘Tsing-ynen side have their coal, alum, and 
grape trades to fall back upon. We have 
therofore confined our effurts to the villages 
in Shu-kow. Th ay be divided 
into two classes, viz., those in the vicinity 
of one of the three streams which are sup- 
posed to water the district, and those 
destitute of any water supply. ‘The former, 
though suflering from the long drought, 
are yet much better otf than those which 
are wholly dependent on the rainfall, 
which villages, for the last two years, have 
hardly had any return whatsoever from the 
soil. Toa large number of these villages 
Government relief has already beon doled 
out, We, therefore, on our arrival, re- 
quested the District Magistrate to point 
‘out to us the most needy villages as yet 
unrelieved. He referred us to a deputy 
from Peking, who has charge of this matter. 
This gentloman, after keeping us waiting 
some days, sent us word that it would be 
still a few days more before his registers 
were complete, and then he would supply 
us with the desired information. We 
therefore applied again to the Y: and 
were immediately put in possession of the 
names of twelve villages, said to be needing 
immediate relief. These’ we at once visited, 
in company with one of the native gentry, 
called the headmen of the village together, 
and gleaned from them all the information 
we could, as to the state of things in their 
village, requesting them in each case to 
make out lists of such families as were 
actually starving or likely to be so ere long. 
We then walked round the villages for 
personal inspection, and the sight was sad 
enough. Fine large villages(for they aresaid 
to be larger than those in the neighbour- 









































hod of Tai-yuen u), reduced to wreck | 


and desolation. Ia some a yucrter, in some 
one-third, in some half, of the houses razed 
to the ground for the sake of the bric! 
and timbor ; whilst in many of those le 









standing, the broad gateway, robbed of its 
massive doors, has been filled up with the 
unburnt bricks of smaller houses previously 
abandoned, the family driven out by hunger 
having migrated to a more propitious 
clime. These villages strongly reminded 
me of the state of the Yangtze towns 
shortly after the Taiping Rebellion 12 or 
14 years ago. And yet, to judge by the 
appearance of the numbers of people who 
came out to see us, the percentage of the 
pulation actually starving was much 
jower than I expected to find it. We 
determined, however, to wait until the 
registers asked for from the headmen, who 
| certainly ought to be best acquainted’ with 
the real state of things, were returned, 
and then decide on our plans of relief. We 
had not to wait long before these registers 
were in our hands. Comparing one with 
another we were not quite satisfied with 
them in some cases, and therefore made 
personal visitation of some of the families, 
; 1 been entered. ‘These 
so widely as to their 
that we found it 
ae 

‘The result was that 
cout of the 7,889 persons reported ax. need- 
ing relief, 5,312 were stated to be in deepest 
To ‘these we decided to give 600 
cash each, to the second class 400, and to 
the upper’ one 300; ani accordingly paid 
over drafts for the amount granted to each 
village to the headmen, requesting them to 
make distribution and then forward a list 
of persons to whom the money had been 
distributed, for our inspection in the first 
instance, and then for posting up in the 
village itself, thus by publicity ensuring 
purity. In some instances the percentage 
of the population requiring relicf was so 
far above the average returnal (viz., 7 
per cent.), and the percentage of Persons in 
cach family so high above the rest (3.62 
persons toeach family was the average), 
that our suspicions were aroused, and we 
determined to make further inquiries, and 
in the end came to the conclusion to cut 
off a considerable number of the names 
sent in, and distribute the money ourselves 
from house to house according to the 
's of each individual case—the plan 
‘Mr. Richard has hitherto adopted. Three 
of ‘these villages we have already visited 
in this way, and the scenes we have wit- 
nessed have, in many cases, been very 
very touching. ‘The last was perhaps the 
worst of all. “Have you any opinm- 
smokers in the village?” I inquired of 
the headmen before starting out. This 1 
asked because some had blamed me for 
giving too liberally to an_opium-smoker 
on the previous day. The reply was, 
“There's not one in the whole place, they 
have all died off.” ‘The famine had starved 
them out, as it has done almost all the 
professional beggars in some towns in the 
South. ‘Have you any well to do people 
in the village?" “No ” said they, 
and I found it was only too 'true—for on 
entering sume of the best houses in the 
we, L was greeted by country gentle- 
men, the squires of the parish, reduced to 
pinching want, their large houses once 
opted and happy, now empty and deso- 
Fite, and. themeelves not knowing where 
to tum for the bare necessities of life. 
As one old gentloman said to me, ‘ You sce 
property is no use whatever now, no one 
will buy it, and one can't eat bricks and 
mortar.” In almost every house w+ found 
the people feeding on husks, or, perhaps, 
more frequently on the roots of reeds, 
which some grind up the bark of 
trees and take along with boiled willow 
Ieaves.. The number of the dead must be 
very great in most of these villages, to 
judge only by the white mourning we see 
wrapped round the heads of many of the 
wore and little children. The amount 
joi money already distrigmted in tht 
|district borders on Tis. 3,000, which 
| amount has brought relief and gladness to 
| some 7,000 souls; and I am sure if the 
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contributors could, on the one hand, see 
the sad homes we have visited, and on’ the 
other, feel the joy of saving the perishing, 
the hixury of doing good, they would be 
amply rewarded for any sacrifice they may 
have made. We brought with us to Shu- 
kow Tis. 6,000, so that we have Ts. 3,000 
more for future distribution. ‘The little 
experience we have already had, will. be 
ne guide to us as to future operations, 
‘The percentage of persons requiring relief 
is much higher in the smaller than in. the 
larger villages. We purpose therefore, 
doing os much os we can for these. The 
village: 














ion of fands there in a fow 

Perhaps not more than one-tenth 
e district we have visited in the 
wighbourhood of Shu-kow has been sown, 
ther for the Spring or Autumn crops, and 

n does jot fall soon, the time for 
ing the Kao-liang will be gone, and 
Autumn and Winter will find this famine 
fscourge more wevere than ever, 

Already one of our number has beon 
taken from us. Our friend and colleague, 
Mr. Whiting, on the very day that ho 
purposed commencing work was stricken 
down by typhus, and, though watched over 
and attended to with’all care and kindness 
by Mr. Richard, he succumbed to the 
disease and passed away to his reward on 
‘Thursday last, the 25th of Apri . 

He just began, and then his work’ was 
done.” Eulogy is out of place, His works 
follow him—~to God be the honour for 
ever. 

With kind regards, in which Mr. Turner 
unites, 

‘Beliove me, dear Mr. Muirhead, 
Yours faithfully, 
Davin, Hz, 

























My pear Mx. Mumatean,—I read your 
letters, of 11th instant, to our inecting held 
this afternoon, Messrs. Detging, Lees, 
Smith, and Shefticld (from Peking) were 
Present. Mr. Lees gave us a long account 
of his labors, which he is about to resume 
on the North-west bordei 
soon as aflairs aro brighter here, probably in 
five or six days. He haa handed mo the 
enclosed report, which cannot fail to give 
satisfaction to your Committee. Mr. Smith, 
of the American Mission, an excellent, 
talented distributorand a scientific observer, 
also narrated his experiences as to the hor: 
nible condition of the poople in the South 
of this province, and of his manner of giv- 
ing reliof from funds which were not fur- 
nished by us, He asserts, with great truth, 
that as the charity of foreigners is limited 
id can only give very limited relief to th 
ving millions, continuous careful dis 
tributions to the people of a particular area 
can alone produce a permanent benefit. 

Sporadic relief, he justly remarked, was, 
as matters now stand, like throwing a life- 

reserver to a drowning man, and telling 
hin he could use it only for three minutes ! 
His scheme and Mr. Lees’ also, with some 
modification, is to give aid, very limited in 
amount, to’ the really necessitous of a 
district, and to continue it by fortnightly” 
donations as Iong as funds last, or until 
relief is no longer called for. ‘This scheme 
has our hearty support, especially as every 
case is personally enquired into, a labor 
compelled by the fact that false applica- 
tions for assistance are not infrequent. 

The officials treat the Missionaries now 
with the most inarked cordiality, and 
assist them in every way in: their power. 
T shall have more to say on this sub- 
ject before long. As for the pevple, 
‘Mr. Smith trivmphastly tell us that 
they inva ut tae “opened their hoc.on” 










































life 
together since China was opened to them ! 
2 is not « ing. The advcit of the 
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foreigner in all the places which have been | the same cause, while many of the entire 


visited is now hailed with delight, and 
the utmost courtesy and hospitality ex- 
tended to them, not only by those who 
taste of their generosity, but by those who 
will never need it.The distribution of the 
funds your Committee have so kindly sent 
by the brave and judicious band of Mis- 
sionaxies now engaged in the work, will do 
more really to open China to us than a 
dozen wars. ‘That obdurate class_ 
Literati and Gentry” are beginning to 
modify theirviews with regard to foreigners, 
and are confessing that their efforts for the 
relief of the suffering millions is not only 
an exainple for them, but has really been 
the incentive which has produced Chinese 
action. It is idle to say, as some do, wait 
awhile until the famine is over and see how 
the people will treat you. Knock a wall 
down once in China and it is not rebuilt ; 
it may lie on the ground visible to all, but 
its brick-bats will not be used to throw at 
foreigners. 

‘We resolved at the meeting to hand 1,81. 
taels to each of the following gentlemen, 
two of whom start for different but adja- 
cents districts on Monday, the third being 
already there :—Rev. Mr. Smith, Rev. 
Mr. Shefiield, and Rev. Mr. Stanley. 

‘The sum of Taels 3,000 have already 
been voted to Messrs. Lees and Barradaile, 
and Pere Wynhoven is to have a final con- 
tribution of about Taels 900, which forms 
the balance of the sum now in my posses- 
sion. 





chase of seed corn. 

‘The information you ask for in your 
letters I'will ty and collect, {shall 
the Viecroy next week, and do not think it 
will be worth while for you to write to 
him. 

Our Committee deplore the loss of the 
liberal and kindly counsels of the Rev. 
Mr. Hall, who, as you doubtless know, has 
been called to his rest. His lamented 
death seems to have inspired his fellow 
workers with renewed courage, and H.E. 
the Viceroy told Mr. Detring that there 
anust be something in a faith which in- 
duced foreign gentlemen to come to China 
and gratuitously risk their lives, and even 
forfeit them, in teaching and assisting the 
people of this country. 

‘A good deal of rain has fallen here, but 
Thave no advices from the country. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 
Yours very sincerely, 
R. J. Forrest. 

Tientsin, 18th May. 






My pear Mr, Mumuzap,—It is two 
weeks to-morrow since I left home for 
famine work again. I intended writing, in 
reply to your Inst, before leaving, but was 
80 pressed with other duties that I could 
not seom to find time. During my absence, 
the distress in this section increased and 
intensified very rapidly. Smith and Porter 
added a large number of names, and I have 
now increased the list to 4,778 (686 are 
children.) ‘This requires is. 1,300 per 
month. I have daily applications, but can- 
not take on many more till I hear the state 
of our funds. ‘The’ work will need to be 
carried on, if possible, into July. 

T found that rain had fallen all the way 
from ‘Tientsin to this place, more or less 
freely. Here, there has been barely enough 
to wet the surface one or one and-a-half 
inches deep. About six or seven weeks 
ago, the whole North was swept by a sue- 
cession of winds for more than z week. In 
this section, and E imagine generally, they 
finished the wheat by burying it in’ dust. 
‘What managed to get through this 
sheet is about eight inches high, and is 
developing no head. 

‘Last Thursday I visited two villages, 
and inspected the families (119) on the lists 
sent in for aid. In one family one had 
died of starvation the night before. In 
several others one or two had died from 





x 


“the | 


He has promised me that this| a 
amount shall be distributed for the pur- | Thi 





number looked as if the merest breath 
would topple them into the grave. The 
best had only millet chaff-flour to mix with 
their leaves and weeds, while the majority 
had not even salt to season their boiled 
weeds with. These are not among the 
worst villages. Yesterday a village 
a little farther away applied for 
and I was about sending the men away 
account of short funds, when one of them 
begged me to aid one family. They had 
sold house and everything, and were going 
out to$beg. The family consisted of man, 
wife, old mother, and two children. He 
was about selling his wife und youngest 
boy, thus getting them a place and food 
and’ something for the real to live on. A 
few hundred cash were lent him, till they 





come and try to get aid for the village, and | 


he was prevented from closing the bargain 
of sale. The name of the man who applied 
was on the list, but he erased it, poor a 
he looked (and said he was), when he 
learned that we only aided those who had 
nothing to sare life, and plead for this poor 
man if I could do no more. The village 
is a small one, and will probably be taken 
on. hope to hear from Tientsin soon as 
to finances. These instances will perhaps 
give as fair an idea.as any Tean bring for- 
ward. Some are better, some worse off, 
according to rainfall and’soil. Only a day 
or two ago, I heard of a village almost 
depopulated by flight and death, and only 

ttle beyond the circle we can reac 
i an extreme case, and was a starvs 
lage I judge at any time. 








Outside of this relief, any amount of | 


preaching and mission work generally is 
‘open to us everywhere. We get access to 
the houses. They are ready—in many 
cases eager—to hear, many doubtless solely 
for the cash ; but many, too, are pondering 
deeply, T believe, and will ere long be num- 
bered among the Lord’s people. We are 
in no hurry to baptize ; shall receive none 
till some time after relief is ended. 

6th May. 

Inspected 135 families in a village of four 
to five hundred families, formerly of a 
thousand families they saj Some thirty 
more families in the list, and desire to add 
more. In one case nine chien or rooms had. 
been torn down, leaving only three. Famine 
and death have done t rrible work in this 
village. 











With regards, 
‘ours very truly, 
C. A. Sranury. 
Pang-chia-tswang, 7th May. 





THE SHANGHAT LIBRARY. 
To the Editor of the 
Noxru-Cumwa Heraxp. 

Sm,—The Shanghai Library is an insti- 
tution which seems at this moment to be in 
a very bad way ; in fact, many persons look 
on it as moribund. I crave a little space in 
your valuable paper, in which to discuss 
the state the Library is in and how it came 
into this state, and to propose a remedy. 

No one apparently knows to whom the 
books belong. There is no Trust Deed of 
the Library, nor are there any Trustees. 
Probably the subscribers have a right to 
consider themselves the owners. At any 
rate, I do not think that any other claimants 
would dispute it. If thisis so, and if there 
is a collapse, and the books are sold, each 
subscriber will get a return of some 15 or 
20 taels, at least, on his subscription, after 
all debts are paid off. ‘The Library at. this 
moment contains in round numbers 3,600 
separate works, and includes, one may 
fairly say, all the standard productions of 
modern English literature. Among these 
area few rare and valuable books. For 
instance, we have a complete copy of the 
“Chinese Repository,” priced in Quaritch’ 
catalogue at £40, Ruskin’s “Modern Pain- 
ters,” worth from £15 to £18, and in addi- 
tion to the Encyclopedia Britannica of 





1860, we are procuring the last edition as it’ 
is being published. We have also a quan- 
tity of novels, that can only have been read 
when new; books of travel, once interesting 
perhaps, when the author was the latest 
lion of the London season, but now for- 
tten; and theological works by tenth-rate 
vines, which have perhaps never been 
opened. The Committee further undertake 
to procure all new books that are at_all 
readable, as soon as possible after publi 
tion, and very well this part of the work is 
done. The Library in fact has to perform 
two separate functions, that of Library and 
| that of Book Club, and between theso two 
stools it has fallen’to the ground. 

‘The annual subseription this year is ten 
taels, with twodollars foracatalogue. ‘The 
| Committee assure us that this amount is too 

low, and so next year it is to be raised to 
Is. A debt of Tis. 334 is also 
A loan is only a temporary 

This debt must be eventually 
wiped off, either by increased subscriptions, 
by a whip, or by the sale of the books, 
and collapse of the Institution. Many of 
the present subscribers threaten to leave, 
and there is little chance of new members 
being attracted so long as affairs aro shaky. 
We have at present some 130 or 140 annual 
subscribers to represent the reading public 
of Shanghai. I make bold to say that 75 
of these are men of wealth and position in 
our community. Ask a junior clerk in a 
mercantile house, or in a'store, or a junior 
officer in the Customs or Consulate, why 
he does not subscribe? He will roply, “ 
can’t afford it,” or “It is not worth the 
money.” How many persons belonging to 
the outdoor staff of the Customs aro mem- 
bers of the Library? How many engineers? 
How many officers of coasting and river 
steamers?’ Nay, how many Missionaries , 
subscribe? I think all these may be counted 
on one’s fingers, perhaps on the fingers of 
one hand. 

We must not forget that there is no 
copyright Taw in Shanghai, | Tauchnitz? 
books are only half a dollar a volume, and 
American reprints are even cheaper, and I 
fear that the hatred of literary piracy deters 
few of us from picking up a book if cheap. 
Moreover, books are continually sold at 
auctions for next tonothing, Consequently, 
one may almost buy books for a year’s 
reading, for little more than the price of 
hiring them at the Library. Besides this, 
the Club Library is now thrown open, an 
there is at least one Book Club in private 
hands. What chance, then, have we of im- 
Proving our position under: the present 
system? I believe none; but why not bow 
to circumstances, and make an entirely 
fresh start ? 

We call ourselves the Model Settlement. 
We havo every possible establishment for 
amusement, the finest, and (as I was once 
assured by’ a professional actor) the most 
commodious theatre in tho Far East, a first- 
rate race-course and cricket ground, racquet 
courts, rowing club, and skating rink, but, 
with the exception of the Museum and the 
‘Temperance Hall, not a single free institu- 
tion for the public. In such benighted 
cities as Hongkong and Singapore, there 
are capital free libraries into which any one 
may go and read, but where can one find a 
similar place here? 

I propose that we split up the presont 
Library into two divisions, to be named 
respectively “The Shanghai Library” and 
“The Shanghai Book Club,” both, how- 
ever, to be sister institutions, and to be 
carried on under the same roof. Let 
the Shanghai Library be free, and be 
open all day for any one to come in and 
read, and let the books in the present 
Library, procured before June, 1877, be 
handed ‘over to it, though it might be as 
well to make a little judicious weeding 
before doing so. I would further propose 
arule that any one paying an annual sub- 
scription of, say, three taels a year or a 
dollar a quarter, should be entitled to take 
books out of the Shanghai Library as 






























Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Mar 25, 1878. Whe 2.-C. Herald and & C. & C. Gazette. 


545 





at present. ‘Trustees would have to be 
appointed, and the concern put on legal 
footing. ‘The Trustees can settle who are 
the persons to receive the money paid by 
the Shanghai Library for the books, but 
if it is the present subscribers, I really 
think that they will not sak for tore than 
what they require to pay existing 
debe, to buy the extra * plant” needed for 
‘a public reading-room, and to raise the 
librarian’s salary for the first year. 

‘As for the Shanghai Book Club, let 
the Committee continue, as at present, to 
get new books out periodically, but let 
them make arrangements either to return 
thom, or alae to sell them at the end of 

ear or eighteen months, giving in any 
Ziso to the Shanghai Library the right 
of pre-emption. Again, will it not be 
feasible, under this arrangement, to get 
more than one copy of a work of unusual 
interest? As it is, the difficulty of gettin 
a sight of some new and popular worl 
deters  cerizin number of persons from 
subscribing, [ think a subscription of five 
taels a year, or on and-ahalf a quarter, 
should cover exnenses. 

Now this scheme of mino will probably 
not pay. I believe that there will be a yearly 
deficit, but it is my firm belief also that 
‘once a plan is shewn to be for the public 

ood, there is enough public spirit in 
Shanghai ‘to adopt it, even though it costs 
money. ‘To run a public library must cost 
some dollars, but even if it does, I contend 
that it is a work which ought to be done, 
which is worth doing, and which will have 
to be done some day, and now is the time 
when it can be done cheaply and effectu- 
ally. We have the room, we have tho 
books, we have the librarian, and we have 





seven’ months before us, in which to got 
things in working order.’ Surely, the 
creation Fund Trustees would help us, nor 


is it quite unseasonable to hope that the 
Municipal Council would make us a grant 
from the rates for a measure of such 
general utility. 

Apologizing for the length of this letter. 

Tam, Sir, 
‘Yours obediently, 
Cuewest F. R, AUN. 
23rd May. 








‘THE UTILISATION OP THE FORESHORE IN 
FRONT OF THE ENGLISH BUND. 


To the Editor of the 
‘Norta-Camva Herat, 
Dean Sm,—Once again this question is 
under consideration ; and what shall we do 
with it, is a question often asked by those 
interested when discussing the subject. A 
very feasible reply has been recently given 
‘ag an answer to the same, ‘It is to the effect 
that the Municipal Couneil be empowered 
to fill in the foreshoro to a certain line, and 
then sell the piece ao filled in to the Bund 
lot-holder in front of his or their lots to be 
converted into a Garder is seems, and 
fs, no doubt, an excellent idea, as it would 
make our Bund into a sort of esplanade 
with pretty Gardens reaching to the water's 
edge (instead of the ugly and unsightly 
piles of building material with which it 
is now lumbered up ), besides affording 
increas grounds for the youngsters 
of the European community ‘and their 
amahs. The idea is not quite new, as it 
was suggested some time since that the 
Council should fill in the foreshore (at the 
expense of the community) and convert it 
intoa Public Garden. This scheme met with 
a great deal of support, but it was never 
suggested where the funds were to come 
from. ‘The present idea does shew how 
means could be provided, if the scheme 
meets with the consent of all interested. 
‘Now the above is only one side of 
tho question ; let us look at it from 
another point of view. In the first place, 
can the Municipal Council or the 
lot-holders fill in, and appropriate the 
foreshore to their own use, without the 








‘general consent of a majority of landrenters, 
notwithstanding the Bund lot-holder pay 
for it? Assuming that they can, what is to 
hinder them from building a line of wharves 
along the whole line of the Bund, similar to 
those on the French and American Bunds? 

‘The general agents of the Associated 
Wharves might object, and the shareholders 
in those institutions might also object ; 
but if it could be shewn how the pro- 
perty in the English Settlement would be 
improved thereby, and trade increased, it is 
just possible the objections of the share- 

olders and agents might be withdrawn. 
And there is no reason why both these 
things should not come to pass. What has 
made the land in the American Settle- 
ment advance so much in value of lato 
years? The answer is found in the wharves 
and shipping being located on that side, 
and the same argument applies to the 
French side. 

Now the English Settlement is the place 
where the principal part of the trade of the 
port is carried on. The largest and 
wealthiest merchants, both foreign and 
native, reside therein, the foreign banks 
and Custom House aro all located there, 
and it is said many would be glad to let the 
old large hongs as offices if people could be 
found to take them, the present occupants 
taking up their private residences in the 
suburbs, where they could live less ex- 
pensively and more in accordance with the 
times. 


Besides, what is more natural than to 
have all the business quarters together ? 
Economy is the order of the day ; the days 
‘of pomp and show which were thought so 
necessary in olden timo to inspire natives 
with the wealth and importance of foreign 
firms, have ‘away, and we are now 
daily and gradually getting to do business 
and live much after the same fashion and 
system as we do in the land of our birth. 

For these and several other reasons, our 
shipping should be brought alongside our 
Bund, sheds for temporary storage might 
exist along the whole line, the fine godowns 
that are on the Bund lots could be used for 
storage, or, if they are not considered con- 
venient, new ones could be built along the 
wharf. That our Bund could and should be 
utilised isa very important question. Cap- 
tainsand Pilots might say there is not enough 
water for steamers to lay alongside, but 
suppose floating jetties were carried out far 
enough to meet this objection, nothing 
could be said; but what about tho smoke 
from the steamers? Well, its inconveniences 
would disappear as the utilising of property 
increased. 

‘Whether this latter scheme would answer 
financiallyis without doubt. The Associated 
Wharves pay handsomely, they are con- 
tinually increasing their storage accomoda- 
tion, and are frequently so pressed with 
business that the employés have more than 
they can easily get through. 

Tho question of wharves or no wharves 
along the English Bund is open to dis- 
cussion, and I trust will stimulate those 
more directly interested to take up their 
pen in the cause of 


Shanghai, 20th May. 





Process. 








AN EPITOME OF TRADE BETWEEN ENGLAND 
AND CHINA. 
To the Editor of the 
‘Norri-Cumsa Herat. 

Sm,—I do not think you will object to 
publish the following figures, taken from 
the Economist of the 16th Bfarch, showing 
the amount of import and export of some 
of the chief articles of trade between 
England and China for the two months 
ended 28th February, in 1877 and 1878 :-— 

Imports to England. 





1877. 1878. 
Raw Silk... 617,6'3 lbs, 963,625 Ibs. 
Sugar 169,941 , nil 
Tea 7,TVT,246 55 17,747,064 5» 





‘Exports from England. 
Cotton Yarn and Tu 








1877. 1878. 
2,675,600 Ibs. 1,902,500 Ibs, 
Cotton Piece Goods.” * 
1877. is78. 
71,718,300 yds. 46,340,900 yds. 


In this last item, to show how indefinitely 
the export from England might be increased, 
the figures of the export to British India— 
acountry smaller in size, and with a smaller 
aggregate population—are given as follows : 
—For 1877, 199,000,000 yards; for 1878, 
229,600,000. China, properly opened up 
to trade, would scatcely be satisfied with 
300,000,000 yards. 
Yours truly, 
Merowanr, 
21st May. 





Saw Beports. 





CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 20th May, 
Before C.F, R, Aux, Esq., Vice-Consul, 


Joszeu Bannerr, Buon Huausow and Groror 
Sroxe v, Captain Jomy Forrest. 


Wages. 
were threo separate actions against 
no master of tho barque 

A ot wi sailed for New York » week 
ago, and had to pat back owing to a disturb- 
ance on board aod the mate aud seven of the 
crew refusing to proceed to sea, 

‘The matter was first investigated in tho 
Police Court, when Joseph Barrett, the mate, 
was sent to gaol for ous month, and seven of 
the crow for a week each ; while Captain 
Forrest, ou the other hand, was fined $6 fo 
assaulting two of tho sailors named Purdy 

Moody. ‘The. coats of each of th 
different caea followed the result, Cap- 
tain Forrest then asked for an order for 
tho mate snd the men to pay the costs of 
bringing the v of her 
detention ; hut 
plication, ” Captai 
stopped the wager 
Hughson and 
ouly men on boar: 
coming to them, ‘hese men now sued #l 
Captain for their wages, and it was agro 
that the three cases should be heard together. 

Captain Forrest now submitted » memo- 
randum of the expenses, which amounted 
altogether to about $600, including $35 
advanced to two of the crew—Moody and 
Pardy, $3 sampan hire, 6 days’ demurrage at 
$40 a day ; ‘Tis. 65 for pilotage, and ‘Lis, 120 
for towa; 

His Hoxour struck out the iter 
advanced and the $3 for sampan hit 
reduced the charge of $40 a day for 
rage to $15 a day, allowing the pilotag 
towage in full. total amount all 
was $344.12, of which his Honour devided 
Uhat ‘the Captain was to pay ball, 
$172.6, and that the other 
deducted from the wages di ¥ 
Hughson and Stone, in tho following pro- 

alculated ir sterling—£17.11.2 to 
he paid by Josoph Barrett, the m nd 
£8.15.7 exch by Hughson ‘and Stone, with 
the costs of the Court divided among the 
same three, 











































































Shanghai, 
Before C. F. R, Atves, Eaq., L 
R. (Captain Forrest) 2, Joseph Barratt, 










Ditto v. Seven of the crew 
of the @. 7. Ray. 
iam Purdy v. Captain Forrest. 
William Moody v, zs 


Joseph Barrett 2. - 
‘These were charges arising out of the oceurr- 
ences which resulted in the barque G. 7. Ray, 
which sailed for New York on the 15th inst., 
being brought back to port. Captain Forrest 
is the master of the vessel, and he charged 
his chief officer, Joseph Barrett, with unlaw- 














fully refusing to take the vessel to sea, and 
inciting the crew to do the same, Seven of 
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the crew wore charged with refusal of duty ; 
and on the other hand, thie chief officer and 
two of the men, named Moody and Purdy, 
had summoned Captain Forrest for assault. 

‘The cases were partly heard on the previous 
afteruoon, aud the hearing wae resumed this 
morning, Nearly all tho crew were examined, 
while other persons who had been connected 
with the ship while in port were called to 
speak to the sobriety and general conduct of 
the Captain, 

His Wonsurr heard all tho cases beforo 
giving his decision, He considered thero 
was no evidenc> that. the Captain had 
assaulted the mate, and he did not believe he 
had. There seemed to have been some ill- 
feeling between them, but no actual assault 
had been committed, ‘The evidence of the 
steward, which was the strongest in the case, 
proved that the Captain said he would make 
the mate suffer before he got to New York, 
and that ho burst open his cabin door, but 
re was no evidence that he committed any 
jsanlt upon him at all; and, therefore, that 
summons would be dismissed. As to the two 
other cases of assault by the Captain on two 
of the men, it seemed clear from the evidence 
that both the men went on board drunk, and 
were not ready or in a fit state to do their 
work, From the evidence of the men them- 
wolves, it seemed that the ship was short- 
handed; and the Captain complained that 
there was not sufficient to do the work, un- 
lees theso two men did their propor sha 
and, under such circumstances, the Captain 
was justified in going into the forecastle and 
pulling them out. At the sane time he 
‘thougiit the Captain had used greater violence 
than was necessary under the circumstances ; 
for, after pulling the men out, he hit them 
the face, and they each had marks of the 
blows. Ou that account ho should order the 
Captain to pay a fine of $3 on each of the 
‘summonses for assaulting the twomen, and the 
costs of the Court, The chargo of refusal of duty 
against the seven men was an offence of a very 
serious nxture—more serious than the others, 
Te was described by a high legal authority as an 
offence of the gravest kind, and ono that was 
not exoused by discourteous and intemperate 
conduct, which wasall that was alleged against 
Captain’ Forrest. Whenthe Captain we 
on board, and for some time afterwards, t 
imate seemed to have performed his duties in 
a very slack and incompetent mauner ; 
and possibly, under the circumstances, the 
Captain did’ loso hie temper and was in- 
clined to use bad language and be discourteous 
to everybody on board, but that, according to 
tho authority he had quoted, did not justify 
the men in com 1g 80 serious an offence 
as refusing duty. But hie (kis Worship) looked 
‘upon the men as tools in the hands of the mate, 
who wag the most to blame for what had 
occurred, ‘Tho mate had influenced the men 
in their course of action, and such conduct 
‘could not be tolerated. Were it to be allowed, 
it would bo impossible to navigate any ship 
with safety. ‘The sentence of the Court 
would bo that th 

month and fori 
each of the seven men, for refusing duty, be 
imprisoned for one week and to pay the costs 
of the Court, He might add that there wi 
no proof whatever that the Captain was intox- 
icated on the occasion. 

Captain Fonnesr asked for an order for the 
mate and the men to pay the expenses in- 
cident on the return of the ship to port, 

‘His Wonsair refused the application, 



























































pay; and that 








‘20th May. 
R, (Pouce) », Epwarp Roose. 
Drunk ant Incapable, 

Prisoner belongs to the crow of the barque 
Ambassador, and he was charged with being 
Gruul and incapable on the Honan Road the 

ious di 
le admitted the offence. 

On the 16th March he was before # 
Court on a similar charge, when he 3 
cautioned aud dismissed. le was now sent 
to gaol for woven days’ hard labour, aud 
ordered to pay the costs of the Court. 

















22nd May, 
R, (Police) v, Winuiam Gress and Joux 
Gnexpis, 
Drunkenness. 


 Peisonar, jyio are firemen on board the 
steamer Glenlyou, were charged with bein; 
drank on the previous night. ia . 


prisoned for one | J, 


Cautioned, and ordered to pay the costs of 
the Court. 


R, (Police) v. Barcuow. 
‘The Escape from the Gaol. 


Prisoner is a Malay, and he was charged 
with breaking out of H.B.M.’s gaol on Sanday, 
19th inst. 

‘No evidence was adduced, and he was 
remainded until next morning at ten o'clock, 


23rd May. 
R, (E. E. Bowes) v. Jasres Gunie. 
‘Saub Case of Drunkenness. 

Prisoner is sn able seaman staying at the 
Sailors’ Home, and he was charged with being 
drunk and incapable in the Sailors’ Home 
on the previous day. 

He admitted the offence. 

Mr. Bowes, Superintendent of the Home, 
deposed that the prisoner was so addicted to 
drink that it was impossible to keep him 
from it, He was now in a state bordering on 
delirium tremens, and had fallen down and in- 
jared bis arm very severely. Prisoner was 
drank in the Home yesterday and the day 
before, and he (Mr. Bowen) thought it would 
be an act of kindness to him if he were sent 
to gaol for a few days, and therefore he 
handed him over to the police. 

His Worm sentenced prisoner to ten 
days’ imprisonment, without hard labour, 


R, (Porice) v. Barcnow. 
The Escape from Gaol. 
Prisoner is a Malay, and was brought up on 
remand cbarged with unlawfully escapivg from 
the British gaol, on the 19th inst,, while 
under a sentence of two years’ imprisonment, 
‘Mr. W. H. Tarr, the Registrar of Shipping, 
represented H.B.3f.'» Cousul and Sherif, 
Prisoner pleaded guilty. 

‘Phe following evidence was taken:— 
Aurrgp Barxes deposed—I am chief con- 
atable of the British gaol. On Sunday morn- 
ag lat, the 19th fant T marched the whole 
of the 






























then twelv 
cond constall 







Tleft the 









constable in cbarge. ‘This 
quarter to eleven o'clock. I told 
ond constable that I was g I 





minutes past 
ig down the 
gaol compound I met the native constabl 
who told me that the prisoner had. escap 
T asked him if ho was sure that 

promises, He replied that he was, as 
ho iad been all round the gaol, I went 
ion at the Central Police 
the Hongkew Station, I 

there to show me 
preter, lived. 
ybton was out at the time. I left a chit 
him. I next reported 
if, and then returned 
was away prisoner's 
in the N.E. compound. 
His cap_was afterwards found near the same 
place. ‘The exercise yard is at the North- 
end of the premises, a long way from the 
entran 


















got a fo 
where Deightou, 












T wanted to 
the matter to the 
to the gaol. Wi 
trousers were fou 























ty Mir. TaPP—Tho warrant now produced, 
dated 29th March, 1878, d its me to con- 
fine the prisoner’ in gaol for two years for 
unlawfully wounding ‘with intent, ” He was 
also to be deported at the expiration of his 
sentence. I was present when he was sen- 
tenced, and have not the least doubt that he 
the éame man. Isaw him last in gaol at 
quarter n o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing last. He was not in the gaol on Sunday 
afternoon. 

‘Tuomas DetenTox deposed—I keep a Malay 
boarding house. I was the interpreter when 
the prisoner was tried for unlawfully wound- 
ing with intent. His proper name is Ahmed, 
but he is known as Batchow. He wat 
found guilty and sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment, to be deported at the expira- 
tion of bis sentence, and to sacrifi Mt hits 
wages. He was sentenced about two week: 
after his trial, I was present. 1 last eaw 
him on Monday night, on a German barque 
in the first section of the river. I had gone 





























on board with a warrant to search the ship. 
‘The warrant is now produced. It is stamped 


by the German Consul, ‘The mate of the 
barque told me that the prisoner was not on 

but would probably bo there in the 
evening. 1 went away and returned about 
seven o'clock, when I found the prisoner on 
board. I apprehended him and took him to 
the Hongkew Police Station, 

Kwo Soxa-Mrxe deposed—I am watchman 
at the British goal. On Sunday morning last 
at about 11 o'clock, I was watching the pri« 
soners. I heard prisoner ask the second con- 
stable if he could have a bath. The con- 
stable said “yes, and after you have finished 
your bath, you had better wash my 
og.” ‘The’ second constable and prisoner 
then went out of the yard into the gaol, 
I remained in the yard watching the othor 
prisoners. I saw nothing more of Batchow 
after that, About a quarter to twelve o'clock 
T heard that he had escaped, ‘The second 
constable told me. Search was made for 
Batchow, but he could not be found, His 
jacket and shirt were found in his cell, I 
‘now the prisoner, and recognise him as the 
man who escaped from gaol on Sunday last, 

Mr, Tare said he had received instructions 
from H.B.M.’e Consul to prove the conv’ 
tion, escape and arrest of the prisoner, and 
having now proved those three facts, ho 
asked the Court to commit the prisoner for 
trial, without the examination of any moro 
witnesses, 

‘His Wonsure aid that his instructions from 
the Judge were to take all the evidence, 

‘Ne Aw-poodeposed—I am door-keoper and 
gaoler at the British gaol. “About tifin time 
on Sunday last the second constable and tho 
pative watchman came and asked mo if I 
hhad seen any prisoners go out of the gaol. I 
said I had not. I wasat the door on Sunday, 
Lwas there all the morning, with tho excep- 
tion of a few minutes I went into the yard to 
atop some dogs that were fighting. I 
was at the door some Chivanen passed out, 












































I did not see the prisoner pass out. I hi 
seen the prisoner in the goal. ‘Tho Chinamen 
out were cooliee carrying enrth. 








ner had noq 8 to ask the witnere, 
ho saw him in the garden when 
he walked out of the gaol. 

Tastes Bowstax deposed—I am second cons 
stable at the British gaol, On Sunday morn- 
ng 1 took the prisoner to the cook-houso for 
him to get some hot water. It was about 
half-past eleven o'clock, I told him to got 
some hot water and then go and wash. 
‘The cook-house is on the right band side 
of the entrance. It is outside of the mai 
body of the gaol. When I saw tho pri- 
soner go to get the water, I went over 
to the coach-howse and atables to all 
was right there. On my return T could 
not find the prisoner, I thonght ho bnd gone 
into the gaol, and went and asked the watch- 
man if he ad passed him. ‘The watchman 
told me that be had not. . I then searched all 
over the gaol, but was unable to find the 
prisoner, I then locked all the other prisoners 
up and commenced to search the yard and 
stables, While I was doing thie Mr. Barnes 
returned, and I told him Batchow was mi 
ing. made further search and found 
prisoner’s trousers in the long grass in the 
yard ou the Soochow Creek. We afterwards 
found his cap in the saine yard a little nearer 
tho garden. 






































f the quarters aro bai 
Hospital. I belie 
entrance doors were open when Batchow went 












to the cook-house. ‘hey are open during 
the day, #0 that the cook and coolies can go 
in and out, Ihave bad no particular inetruc- 





tions to keep the doors closed, while the 
prisoners are in the yard. 

Mr, ‘Tarp eaid he did not wish to call any 
more witnesses. 

Prisoner, iu answer to the usual caution, 
said that he ran away from the gaol because 
the work was too hard and the food not good 
enough. 

His Worsure then committed him for trial 
in the Supreme Court, before a. jury. 
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. 8S, CONSULATE-GENERAL. 


Shanghai, 18th May 
Before Juutus Stammt, Esq. Vice Consul- 
General and Judge of the Court, 
and 


J. 0. Four 
Aasessors. 





‘and 
E. W. Rice, 


‘Messrs. R. Mackenziz & Co, v. E. M. Suarn. 


‘This was an action to recover Tis. 4,500 on 
‘8 promissory note, 

Plaintiff “produced the promissory note 

gued by the defendant, together with two 
other notes from him, acknowledging his 
indebtedness and applications for payment. 

Defendant acknowledged the note, but ex- 
plained that plaintiff was in error, as the 
goods, for which he ho note, were pur- 
t six mouths’ credit, and it was only 
tion of waiting until the end of June. 
Courr said the note spoke for itsclf, 
and it was payable on the lst May. 

There was no further evidence adduced, 
and the Court took a recess to consider its 
decision, After an absence of about five 
minutes, judgment was given as follow 















chase 
“Th 

















‘This is ‘au action to recover an amount due 
and remaining unpaid on a certain promissory 
note given by defendant to plaintiff. Ds 





fendant acknowledges the execution of aaid 
note, and the Court, therefore, orders that 
judgment be entered for tho plaintiff for 

Is. 4,600, tho value of the promissory note, 
‘with interest and costs. 











MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, 17th BM 
Before the Chineso Magistrate Cex, and 
C.F. R. Antzy, Esq., British Assessor. 
Fatal Oarriage Accident, 

A mafoo in the employ of a livery stabl 

keeper, in Hongkew, was brought up under 
following circumstances :—Mr. Striplin 
tated that on Sunday last, Captain Garson, of 
he stermer Glenearn, engaged a trap from 
rt Prisoner was the drive 

ning he was going along the 
Broadway, Hongkew, at a gentle trot, when 
the al of tho carriage struck « mi 
on the side and knocked him down. The 
man got up and walked away, apparently 
not much hur! He went home, became 
died in about two hours 
. ’ Tho Captain had told him (Me. 
that the ‘Niafoo was driving care- 
steadily at the time, and that he 
shouted to the deceased to got out of the 
nut instead of doing eo he got right in 

A policeman also saw the accident 

wid no blame was attributable to the 

Captain Garson, who had toleave the 
followingmorning for Haukow, expressed great 
sorrow aud rogret for what’ happened, and 
kindly left 850 behind to give to. the widow, 
who had been fetched from Ningpo. She 
had also seen tho proprietor of the Livery 
Stables, and had arranged with him that 
he should give her $130. It was devwed ad- 
visable to Dring tho prisoner before the Court, 
although he was not to blame in the least for 
the accident, 

The MacistRate had no objection to the 
arrangement whereby the widow was to re- 
ceive $130 from tho owner of the carriage and 
$50 from Captain Garson; but said, as life 
had been sacrificed, it; wan necessary, accord- 
ing to Chinese law, to’ punish the prisouer in 
nome way ; therefore he was ordered to pay 
‘the widow a further eum of $3. 
























































20th May. 
Impudent Robbery. 

A well-dressed native was charged with 
stealing an umbrella from a shop in Hong- 
kew. Ho walked into the shop and asked 
the attendant to give him a light for his 
pipe. The attendant went into. back root 
to obtain the light, whereupon pri 
taking advantage of his absence, 
with an umbrella, He was followed and 













evidently the property of some_foreigi 


was found in his possession. 








pipe also, but gavo three different accounts 
as to where he obtained the latter from. 
First, he said he stole it from the Ta-koo 
hong’ at Chiokiang, then he said he got it 
from a public-house at Hougkew, and finally 
that be stole it from a steamer. He was 
sentenced to two months’ imprisonment on 
each charge, and the pipe remaina in the 
hands of tlie police to be given to the owner 
in case be can be found. 








Theft from Tnion Chapel. 

A dirty looking native was charged with 
stealing two coils of matting from the Union 
Chapel. On Sunday morning, shortly before 
service at the chapel commenced, the chapel- 
keeper was about to put the matting down 
and opened the door for that purpose. He 
went away for a few minutes, and prisoner 
then entered the chapel and ran off with the 
mat He was detected and handed over 

He admitted the offence, and 
be cangued for three weeks. 





to the Poli 
was ordered to 








Gxtragts. 








SIGNS OF DANGER. 
(Friend of India.) 
ill probably be accepted as a first prin- 
smnanebip that sympathy between 
ing body and the governed is easen- 
tial to all really good Government. It was the 
hopeless discordance between the life, the in- 
terosts, and feolings of the rulers and the 
roled that produced the French Revolution, 
and it was the utter disregard of popular 
feeling, and ignorance of the advanced state 
of national senti 













at any rate to a great extent, this sympathy 
between the rulers and the ruled ; whilst on 
the other band, it is the weakness of a despotic 
Government, especially when the Press is 
severely restricted, that it can never really 
gauge the feelings of the people, or be sure 
th not sleeping, in aatate of mistaken 
security, upon a mine which req 














aro inclined to welcome the increasing inter- 
ference of England in Indian affairs, yet that 
interference cannot be regarded as an wn- 
mixed good. It makes little difference whe+ 
ther it is Parliamentary or Governmental. 
And although the people of England have 
shown by their subscriptions in time of famine 
that they can truly sympathiso with the 
inga of their Eastern fellow-subjecta, 
wn affairs may 
he a source of danger. In time of special 
trial they can have little eympathy with the 
every-day lives of the people of India, their 
difficulties, their trials and wants, because of 
these they’ know and can know m j and 
further, the interests of India and England 
are not only not always identical, but in some 
sn conflicting. And there- 
attempt to govern India 
hy Parliamentary interference is not likely 
to be successful in appreciation of the wants 
of the people, might, from selfish 
legi be simply disastrous. ‘The 
Manchester agitation about the cotton duties, 
id the extreme deference paid to it by our 
is an instructive example of the 

may arise from an unwit 











































does the pres 
nt give us any better ase 
surance than Government by Parliament 
would do, of that judicious consideration of 
the real requirements of the people which all 
will acknowledge to be so necessary? We 
think that it does, thoug! 

might, A Government ret 
must have a better chance of 























requir 
is quite possible for a resident Government to 
isolate Haclf from th to an extent 
that must seriously reduce its oppertucities 
of really knowing their wants; and wo can- 


not but think that the removal of the various 
of Government throughout the country 
to remote comers of the Himalayas for a 
period of six months each year, must produce 
& dangerous isolation from whatever there 
in in the country of public opini cons 
siderably reduce the opportunities which the 
Government might have of becoming ac+ 

















es but a , y 
spark to ignite it. Unfortunately this may | Quainted with the real requirements of the 
be the case even with a deapotio Government | People. It would, we think, be far better if 





which is honestly doing its best to govern 
righteously, since deliberate oppression is not 
the only thing which may make a national 
chain too Leavy to hear. If the people are 
ignorant, and the gulf between them and their 
rulers wide and deep, there aro many ways in 
which the Government may unintentional; 
\jure the people and produce a wit tf 
iscontent, the 
unknown to 
of its existence, 
n alien power, such as that of England is 
in India, is, it need hardly he said, especially 
exposed to this danger. Io some respects 
thero was probably more sympathy betwoen 
the governing class and the governed in the 
ears preceding 1857, 
ro} 
as if it were their adopted country and le 
with the prospect of England before them 
than their successors do. Yet the mutiny 
burst upon us almost wholly unexpectedly. 
It is true that the mutiny was not a national 
outburst, pete " rebellion of aclass. The 
common people did not join in it, 
affected ty 














ruling power, even if it hears 


































such a widespread discontent existed 
fighting class which has most sympathy 
«i intercourse with the ruling people, and 
twas scarcely perceived by them, 
deeper and more widespread discontent might 
exist among the common people, and yet ite 
presence be almost wholly unknown. 

We are far from saying that such is the 
case now. What we desire emphatically ¢ 

oint out is that it might be ao, without ou 

nowing it; and that whatever tends t 
widen the divergence between the sympathier 
of the rulers and the ruled is a source of 
danger. Whatever tends to draw these 
classes more together, isan additional security 

















iped | to the stability of the Empire. 


‘There are certain signs of danger in this 
respect in some of the circumstances growing 
und our Government, that we canoot view 
without 60 ree of anxiety. It ie when 








Pleaded | viewed in this light, that we cannot conceal 


guilty to stealing the umbrella and the ° from onreelves that, though on the whole we 





the Supreme and local Governments were 
to spend the hot weather their roe 
spective capitals, the members of the Gov- 
rnment taking such occasional trips to the 
hills for purposes of recreation as are required 
by, and permitted to, other European officials 
in India for the sake of theie health. ‘The 
cold weather might in that case be spent by 
one or two cf the chief members of each 
Government in making such semi-official visite 
to various parts of the country as would 
enable them to come in contact with the 
natives of various classex, and to see with 
their own eyes, and hear with their own ears, 
instead of seeing and hearing through the 
medium of officialiem and the glamour of a 
semiregal court. 

ia connection with this subject there 
another danger which seems to call for ret 
and this is the tendency of our Govern 
to become too bureaucratic, and to worship 
the power of the pen to the depreciation of 
other aud more important qualities, Under 
the present aystem, by which the Seoretariat 
officers 































trict officer who lives amongst his people, who 
Knows and is known by them, has little op- 
portunity of obtaining any share in the real 
governing power of the country, this being 
reserved for tho: 
epitomise reports, +. 
neccesary tosdy the greac, and glorify 
heaven-born institution, the Indian Ci 
Service. 













RUSSIA AND INDIA. 

In the new number of the Nineteenth Century, 
Col. George Chesney discusses that very. im- 
portant question, Russia aud India,” and 
his observations merit careful attention, The 
‘writer demonstrates in the first place that the 
conquest of Central Asia hy Russia has re- 
sembled the conquest of India by the Euglish 
in the most superficial way only. “1u our 
ease, this advance became a political necessity 
from the first day of our entering on the field 
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swith Raseian conquests ia Ceotral Asia? Ae 
we are reminded, “No necessity on. military 
ancial grounds inipels Russia to adv: 
The petty States of Central Asia, as 
‘tuccession finds itself her neighbour, offer her 
no threats, but, like the shipwrecked voyagers 
the Oaveef Polyphemus, awaits tremblingly 
‘their: turn sfor beivg swallowed up.” Col. 
~ Chesnéy believes that England need ouly hold 
all Cenbr 
joes inot des 
vialliance with such’ 
races. Russign rule 




























is, up to Hie presést mo 
1 Tailitary one, and must Tong be 80 
Eu. phitbe ety of the conquered ra 

the result. of this fact, therefore, Russi 
far from gaining real Bower i the Ea, be 
coming weaker ; by: -esoh extension of ber 
territory in that directi¢ vhile Euglaud be- 












mes. relati ‘Chesney | 
Tithing ‘and not Eigland 
“which need fear a collision"in these Asian 


¢ effect of which would be to throw 
for many'a year. ‘The gallant 
10 believes, with mauy others who 
iti from considerable experience of 
prcirese in Asin, that England bas 
Jiftl td Year from the advances of the Northern 
*! Power, ‘This toay be the case, and it is 
» fpisiaetory to be araured of she fact on! high 
ilifiry authority ; but it is’ mdive the less 
neceusary on our part to preserve a watchful 
soMetituae? "+ 
‘A telegram from Paris to the Daily'T'ele- 
, graph states that the’ Russian journal, the 
‘s<Vovoié Vremia, has an article on’ the question 
“‘bPat India campaigu, which is remarkable 
gt for the subject aud for the point of view 
‘oft which it is treated :-— 

After having shown that an Indi 
paign would not be impossible, ‘the author 
foos ou to state the groat dificult 

ai agile ee ‘The Russias 
jould have beou of incalculabl 
‘service ta ree 1g. thi 
there were ovly rai 
Owitho other ki 
means of consol 
“By meant of the 
the Suez Canal sh 













oe 










































ways cor 
Stracted ‘slimoab. exclusively with atveteglo 
objects: * ‘The author ‘of the article does not 
<‘leontertain a very bigh: ion ‘of our native 
‘-Tidia army, the inore 86, a8 he says, because 
their religion obliges them to adopt a diet 
17 which is iucompatible with a large develop- 
“wsenient of vigour: Again, 6 the Europeat 
soldi fe’ with great suey 


















‘ull \aportane of the 
¢ which the campaign w olve, 
Hy that’ the app. 
* Hasan amy in India would be tl 
for a general rising, which would greatly aid 
He believes, however, that the 
iou, and shat the béat pro- 
ts climate 
















Vection of India is 








Viuwade th 
‘THE RUSSIAN ROAD TO PEEING. 
(Daily -Prese.) 

We published ou Mouday’ati aunouncemeut 

by Mayfair that it had been proposed that 
Kuldja difficulty between Russia a1 

ill Ue aot at reat by. the relingull 
ent of that province by Russia for auoth 
ice of territory in Manchuria. 
tion. has, i emanated fro 





















‘victorious army of a word ‘Tso Tsung-tang to 
re-occupy the - Mahomedai’ province, but 
under the stipulatiog that Russia in return 
‘& pivce’ of 






herasted With the duty of 
it: The road to Peking, he goes on 





‘a very difficalt mat 
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poi "ok through the ‘uplands | onda, Sob April. 
of craggy Kuldja but through the Ae a Ra EON we opentog OF the 
plaine of K and it maybe safely left| tivesClab yesterday, Mr. Gathorne Hardy 
to tl march of events for this.| said the British Government, fakes ite atend 
steppi supremacy in China: to |.upon the.treaty of 1871. ..The .4reaty, 





fall into, the hande of Russia” “But 
the’ nééedsities of the Muiscovite Empire 
on the Amoor are~seen by ‘this- ke 


















‘Stafangyche:isnid,..does not: equtaln,a fi 
‘peace, «The, intgrents 
of Mussulmans and-Greeks must not be for- 


element of 

















soldier to be, in the present crisis: of/affairh}q gébtin pds [shey-need, protestion,.ae much a3 

very patent and very urgent.‘ the Sabivonic populationy;1Lm eqnalasion:Mr. 

Manchuria taken from’ Ch 1] Barsiyvanid sha. neemur, taken: hy, Bogland 

lengthy coast line, but does -iwere tidt warlike,bat‘precsuponary, and that: 
and pa the ‘strategically’ important’ | Aareroment ae xan So. ito: 

of Wadi /ostoc] ituated at the’ iss prisiciplesimaintaiubd geewrigng 

‘end of the annex tinople, S0thiApril. 






‘powerful’ Hostile: 
dnication between, 
this port ‘and “Thius;”” remarks, 
Colonel Veoukoff, “tin the ovent“of a wan. 
with England,’ si’ expel of Le from, 
India, co-operating with' the Pacific Squadr: 
would effectually sever. "Whidivostock. fron 
the body of the Euipire—even fecm' ithe 
Amoor Province iteelf—and it would bg ‘iin 
a ‘any fank“moved, 
ment upon ‘the “army” except: by: 
violating Gbiuesé tertitory:”, It the Chibéet | 
are not willing to carry out the arrangement, |. 
Goloiel "Venukod! does not hesitate to aay |: 
that * steps should be taken to prepare the 
march of events fot’ a Yealisition of Russi 
wishes.” What this nihil has become pretty, 
pl 
hoth Europe and Asia.” 
of Russian diplo 
at we should im: 
of Peking will be on i 

ssibility of being one 
Pouditiog of a vassal of the 


flest to cut “off the. cor 
ia. 


















possible for Ru 











The encroaching. 












guard to avert 
day reduced ‘to: the 





(Straits Times Batra. ) 

Coustantinople, 25th April! 

The Mussulman insurréctionary movement 

is chiefly confined to the Rhodope Mouutaib: 
and is under the command of Ali Bey. 

“Rome, 25th nel 





‘The Pope has firet Eno} 


Letter, whi 











‘Holiness, does pears 
Jor’ progrets, Hay 
ng “tbe dna 
‘to the seating ol 
wer of thé Papacy. 
‘Constantinople, 26th Agril 
murgenta 
nd have pl 
besides * occupy ng ip 


Catholic Church, says 
fight against cj 
then concludes bi 
made by Pins, 
the temporal 



















g the men-of the 












prosapt- reaponee to Her Besvee hie eldest’ dona 
exchange of views, betwoen 1 bantvof 
Powers is proceeding. iit thierir'to death’ by 
“Constantinople, 27th api Heo -Beg yolde”bieeslt sme 
‘The insurgents have- ted iperiodit -As the: Emir is st 






camp near Philippoli 
sand men. a 
~ London, 28th.Aprit 
Iti reported ‘that-it is the intention of 
the British Goverument to: send 
squadrén tothe -Baltic. Sox. 
German Gazette of Berlin states thal 
rmeanure would affest neutral intorets: and, 
complicate the situation, 
"Se Petersburg, 28th; April 
The Grand ‘Duke Nicholas’ has been {rev 
called “from San Stefano“on account 
health. General: Toaleben_replaces~ him} ax 
‘Coimander-in-Chief of the Russian army, and 
will assume the command to-morrow. 
‘Vienna, 29th 
‘The Vienna papers say it “is possi 
England may eummou a Conference to’ niceb| 


in London, in] 
‘Bombay, 18th-Apri 






















inig telegram,” dated London, “17th Ay 
‘The news that’ native’ troops--are: to 
atched from’ Tadia ts Salta: bas-ee 
shed” heré this ihorningy and’ the Gé 
‘of India “ate Condemned for not: having 
taken'the precat 
graph cable. With t 
the 











lor of the Bxobtquer, 
mons last night, ~ eu “al 
eneesal vetilement of the whole sau, 

























hy the results of Muscovite intrigdes ia. |: 
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pat’ 





















aged fy 
PorAW ea Hitay 


‘The Times of India has received the follow..{ C87) 





afr botweed:thie Curkibhiand Bugsian 


sitoo ihre place ciéar berejeduring 


men were wousided..i2 


Bove the" 
Shewed! 


Poe 





i 
‘Price® ‘fees ake “ef Conmapy 
3 ais to" Loui, daughter. of Pep 
088 Frederick Char 


Men” 
ck 


ith six! 





det tHe commahtl of Cortut- Gifer 
a they. a 
wateiere,"!? "= ot 






















ct 
Writit 
cotréspondent of the «fc 
‘itates that 










Phe: Whitehall Review: 
“The fiigiti¢e Efir of Kash 
in lia hurry to 











Government, here 
for active intervention 













anes, as 





la-qan ef 
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doubtless, to avoid the creation of a precedent 
for a direct payment of back pay. The sum 

nted amounts, however, to almost exactly 
fhe amonnt of the back ‘all-pay, without 
interest.—Overland Ma 


We regret to have to record the death of 
the ght Letra es ‘Verolles, one of 
the oldest, if not the oldest missionary in 
China, He has been labouring in this mission 
field for more than years, The fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination falla in this 
Tonth, He was preparing when death came 
upon him to celebrate the jubilee of his 
Priesthood, When Louis Phillippe was King 
Ur France, and, politically, what s far distant 
riod that is,” Monsignor Verolles was then 
'icar Apostolic of Manchuria, The Kin, 
offered thm an Archbishoprie if he wo 
omain in France, but the devoted Missioner 
refused, preferring his dear converts in their 
poverty and. humility, and his lowly church 
Fa the desert, to the splendoure of « French 
‘Archdiocese.’ Again, when be was in Europe 
in attendance on the Council, his friends, and 
his Holiness the late Pope, urged him, in 
consideration of his great age, to remain at 
fhomo.and take. the ‘repose Lo bad so. well 






























‘He declined, wishing to die among 
al children of Manchuria, and in 
yrned to them from his iast visit 


native Iand, bringing with him the 
‘Sisters of Charity who wero to bless the 
Vicariate with thelr presence. — Hongkong 
Catholic Regier. 





‘The Pall Afalt Gazette, in ono of its occa- 
sional notes, says:—The Chinaman seems 
likely to prove in more ways than one a 
thorn in th f the Californians. He 
not only competes with them in the Iabour 
market, but he acquires as an immigrant an 
amount of useful knowledge in tacir country 
which, on his retarn to his own, he turns to 
auch profitable account that fears are enter- 












tained of his becoming before long a dangerous 
rival in the markets for odes Some 
Chinamen who havo ome from the 


‘United States have lately begun to cultivate 
heaton a largo scale; and the production, 
it ted, is rapidly becoming so much 
greater than the homo demand that there 
‘will soon be a surplus export. Chinese agri- 
culture is so careful and close, a the 
New York Bulletin, that tho wheat never 
eas than forty bushols per acre, 
mts a bushel pays well. At tho 
China has ten times the lable 
wheat culture that the Ps States 
powers, and Iabour costs but a quarter as 
much, The Americans have in fact removed 
the way of Chinese pro- 
gress—namely, the objection entertained by 
the Chinaman to being wiser than bis fore- 
ft In addition to his natural intel 
gence uired a Yankeo 

‘which, being imported into Ci 
fornia, has now taken root, and as it 
ia likely to lead to striking results, 


































‘Tho deopest artesian well yet undertaken 
in now in progross at Pestb, aad has already 
reached a depth of 3,118 feet. ‘The well in 
Paris, 547 metros deep (a trifle more than half 
the depth of the one at Pesth,) bas hitherto 
held the firat place in auch achievements, but 
must now ‘hide its diminished head.” ‘The 
Doring at Peath is being carried on at the cost 
of the city, which has granted £40,000 for the 
purpose, with the intention of obtaining an 
unlimited supply of warm water for the mu 
cipal establishments and public bathe. 
water at present issuing has » tomperaturo of 
161 degrees Fahrenheit, and the boring will be 
continued until a temperature of 178 degrees 
Fahrenheit has been obtained. About 175,000 
gallons of the hot water stream out daily, and 
Tite to a height of 35feet. This amount will not 
only supply all tho wants of the city, but is 
expected to convert the surrounding distriot 
into a sort of tropical garden, by 
evolution of heat, Sinoe last June, the boring 
has penetrated through 200 feet of dolomite ; 
and the preceding atrata passed through have 
supplied a number of interesting facta to the 
geologist, which have been noticed from 
fime to time in the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences. The difficulties that have had to 
be overcome have given rise to many highly 
ingenious engineering devices, such aa a new 
method for driving nails at the enormous 
depth already mentioned, and, what is more, 
the means of drawing them out (by magnets), 











































of cutting off and pulling up broken tubes, 

and, above all, a valuable mechauical apps- 

ratus by means of which the water rising 

from the well is used as a motive power, 

Griving the drills at a rate of speed double 

that previously imparted from the mouth of 
e wel 





Mr. R. A. Proctor gave the Monday evening 
lecture on “The Youth of a Planet,” and next 
‘Monday he is to lecture on “The Old Age of 
Planet.” ‘Tho gradual evolution of the solar 
system is now generally accepted, and mest 
astronomers recoguize the enormous duration 
of the various stages belonging to the growti, 
maturity, and decrepitude of each member of 
fhe solar system. Nor init doubted that tue 
duration of that particular period of a plane's 
life when it is fit to be the abode of liviag 
creatures is short compared with the preceding 
periods of preparation and the subsequent 
Periods of Secadeuce, This being so, the 
chance that two planets taken atrandom have 
synchronous periods of maturity is of necessity 
exceedingly smal, and that all areaynchronoas 
is most unlikely.” Yet men, in their willing- 
ness to accept a theory rather than work out 
its due place by getting rid of incompatible 
ideas, often speak of other planets as worlds 
Tike ours, Adopting, for reasons which were 
explained, the pri 
the larger members of 
the earlier stages of development 

ro younger than the smaller ones, Mr. 


















with theories as to plauctary development..— 
The Times. 


Writing on diet, and especially with r:- 
gard to light made-dishes as against heavy 
Joints, the Court Journal of the 16th February 
‘quotes the following anecdote, to which it 
pends an ay “Madam,” saida 
















Impaired digestion, “Bladam, what is your 
husband's general diet?” “ 

hai f mutton, and th 
‘Then pray buy 











‘good cookery- 
book, and instruct your cook to prepare sone 


ht made-dishes,” was the physician's 
ivice, which, by tho way, might with ad- 
vantage be followed by most of us fast-living, 










"Too frequently 
in a form ouly suited 
lay labourer, this 





dation of all good cookery is th 
or, as the Freuch chef would say, 
viande concentré,” ‘Tbe difficulty also in th» 
way has been that the “stock 3° 
always at hand, and was de 
repletion upon previous cool 
but we can no longer plead 
auch an excellent preparation as ‘The Lie! 
Company's Extract of fe the 
poor, “alway with us,” aud by its’ frie 

‘aid an excelient and agreeably flavoured light 
made-dish may by speedily prepared fr 
scraps of joints, poultry, aud other “in 
dered trifles,” much to the gratification of 
our palates, and the health and comfort of our 
digestive orgaus,” In conclusion we may add 
that in a country like China, an article of 
such dietetic value as the * Liebig Company's 
Extract of Meat,” the consumption of which 
in England increased tenfold in ten year's, 
should be kept in every household. It doen 
not deteriorate by the influence of the greatest 
heat, and both for household aud medicinal 
purposes offers the most eminent advantages, 
‘As a meat-flavouring ingredient it offurds the 
Teadiest means of making good soups, made- 






























dishes and sauces, aud as a geutle aud very j 





eficient tonic in cases of digestive disorder 
and weakness, no other substitute is equal te 


it. Dr. Pinkus, a well-known Gernian phy- } 





ician, reports ‘to his Government 8 fol- 
lows :—“*'The patient who takes this Extract 
dissolved in hot water (with a liberal addi- 
tion of salt) at once feels a pleasiat sensation 
of warmth in the stomach, the pulse and 
heart beat more vigorously, and the rapid 
transition into the blood is proved to a 








certainty. The German Government convin- | 


‘cod of the great medicinal value of this Extract 
‘of Meat, made it compulsory with every 
Ticensed chemist to keep it in store.” —Apv=. 


BIRTHS. 

At H.B.M.s Vice-Consulate, Shanghai, on 
the 18th instant, the wife of Curent F. R. 
ALLES, of 2 son. 

At Shoaghai, on the 19th May, the wife of 
Davi GinsovR, of a daughter. 

‘At Shanghai, on the 29nd inst., the wife of 
Tastes SiMPsoN, of a son. 

‘At Chefoo, on the 17th inst., tho wife of 
J. M. Layo, I. M. Customs Service, of a son, 

At Taku, on the 17th instant, the wife of 
J. Fouszr, Pilot, of a daughter. 


DEATHS. 
At Shanghai, on the 21th May, the infant 
daughter of C. A. and Manransa M. Sanczes, 
At Tientsin, on the 14th inst., Rev. Wit+ 
uiat Nevrnorrs Haut, (of the English 
Methodist Mission), aged 50 years, 


PASSENGERS. 




















Derarrep. 
Per str, Paxtah, for Tientsin—Mr. Angier, 
Per str, Kiangching, for Haukow—Rev, Mr, 


Mollmau, 

Per str. Sin Nansing, for Tientsin—Mr, A, 
Black, 

Per str. Riangyue) 
L, Place. For Chinkian i 

Per str, Burope, for Foocho—Mrs, Dermer, 

Per str, Shanghai, for Hankow—Mr. H. 
Hearn, 

Per ate. Haeting, for Tientsin—Rev. D.C, 
MeCo: 

Per 
Desfleches. 





for Hankow—Mr. J. 















Chintung, for Tientsin—Bishop 





Per str, Sin Nanzing, from Chefoo aud 
Tientsin—Miss Pignatel, Measrs. Benjamin, 
Moses, Hardon, Davidson and C, Myers, 

Per ate, Europe, from Foochow—Messrs, 
Coote, Watson, Hull, and Gardner, 

Per the British ship Thermopyle, from Syd- 
ney—Mr, Greville Joseph. 

Per ste. Shanghai, from Hankow—b{ra, 
Gordon and two children, Mesars, ‘, 'T, Fer- 

‘Henderson, Angier, and two 
aries in stecrage. 

Por the barque Jnverness, from Nagasaki ~ 
Mr, Barnes. 

Per str. Chintung, from Tientsin—Mossre, 
‘Thorn and Darvin and Mr, Fa; 

Per str, @lenlyon, from London—Miss Dul- 
vey (for Yokobama) and Messra, F, Maitland 
and H, Love. 

Per str. Saitio Marx, from Japan—Mesars, 
Mostyn, T. P. Stratten, G. Gilmore Calla- 
more, W. H. Audersov, Lindohn, and Mielon- 
hansen, 

Per etr, T'hidet, from Southampton —Mr, 
aud Mra, Carroll, From Hongkong —Mevers, 
D. Jackson, A. R. Graves, D. Alberti 

Per str, Hacting, from ‘Lieatsin and Chefoo 
Mr, and Mrs. Schraeder, Captain and Mrs, 
Kiolseth, aud Mr. Nils Miller, 

LEAVING, 

Per str. Lombardy, for Southampton—Mr. 
and Mrs. J. G. W. Gearing, two children a 
amah ; Mr. and Mra, John Fryer, two childr 
and amah ; Mrs, Cowie, infant and amah ; and 
Mra, Walter, three children and amab, ' For 
Venice Mr.'R; 8. Gundry, For Bongloog 
Captain and Mes, Riolsoth and infant, Dr. 













































W. Gottburg, Messrs. S. P. Stratton, 
Collamore and J, W. Symonds. 










METEOROLOGICAL REPOR! 














710%, 
1b, blue aky; c, clouds; £ fogs b. balls 1. 
(uasy); 0, overcast (Gall); , rain: 

salt. Borce from i to 12, 
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MOR THE 02 


TREATIES 


ET ity 


THE EMPIRE OF CHINA AND FOREIGN POWERS, 


‘REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN TRA 
‘ ARE NOW ON SALE. ._ 


: THE WORK 18 EDITED BY raat ‘ae 
oe W. F. MAYERS, Esquire,» 3.» 
CHINESE: SECRETARY TO HER MAJESTY’S LEGATION AD PEKING, 


NHE.Publication of this Work has been undertaken in order to meet a requitement long ‘expressed 
‘Le ‘and“widely recognised. The present collection brings together and renders available ‘for, general 
urposes.of reference all the TREATIES that have been concluded between CHINA and FOREIG! 
OWERS, together with the greater portion of the various REGULATIONS which ‘haye; béen 
successively agreed upon during the last sixteen years; and the TREATY of Peace;''&é 
between JAPAN and COREA (Cuoszn.) Several instruments, though not now in force,” find 
lace in the'work, as the French Treaty of 1844, and the U.S. Treaty of-same years also,’ the 


migration.. Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated’ 1868-1869, ty 
Sir Ruraerrorp Atcock, K.C.B. The work will be in a handy form. 


a PRICE—FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY... : 
PUBLISHED BY J. BROADHURST TOOTAL, AND PRINTED AT THE “NORTH-OHINA HERALD” OFFIOB, 
PROCURABLE IN LONDON..FROM MESSRS. TRUBNER ‘&€o., 57 & 59, LUDGATH HILL, 
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' : OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. | eng tit am! 
We acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of a copy of a work entitled “Treaties between tho ‘Efnpiro of China’ and’ Forei 
Powers,” edited by Mr. W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary to Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation at Peking, and published .at the 
North-China Herald office Shanghai. - Among various treaties fiven, it contains séveral which hive bééh abrogated and others which 
havo never been ratified but which are historically interesting. The volume is well printed and bound and reflects great credit, on 
tho publisher.—Daily Press. . ot ls A 
* "We havo reoeived from the North-China Herald office of a copy of the “Treaties between the Empire, of Ching and Foreign, 
Powers” just published by our contemporary, The book is convenient in size, neatly and strongly bound, bid conaata of no lous 
than 230 pages. It contains all the Treaties that have been concluded between China and Foreign Powers, together with the groatar: 
ortion of the various Regulations which have been successively upon during the last sixteen years, and the récently,concluded 
Treaty betwoen Japan and Corea, Several instruments, though not now in fore, ind place in the worl, fhe Breuoh Treaty: of 
1844 and the United States Treaty of the samo year ; also, the Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 
in 1809 by Six Rutherford Alcock. ‘This ip, wo believe the only complete work ofthis kind that has heen published, and it reGecta 
considerable credit upon the enterprising office in question.—China Mail. _ ee . 
‘Many of our readers will have felt, at ono time or another, the inconvenience of not having at.hand for reference’ s copy: of 
such and such a foreign Treaty with China. Several of these had never been printed. Others had been separately printed aftet’ 
negotiation, for semi-private uso 5 others have aoen tho light in the columns of newspapers, and others again have bes recorded. in 
European publications such as the British and Foreign State Papers, compiled in London by Mr. Edward Hertslet, or tf 
Archives Diplomatiques, the corresponding Parisian work ; but for all general purposes they have remained! virtually inaccessible: * 
Under the editorship of Mr. W."F.. Mayers, all the several treaties and agreements which have been from'to time‘concluded to China 
with other nations, have now been collected and printed at the North-China Herald office in a convenient volume of some 250 pages. 
‘The large number of copies which have been subscribed for beforehand proves that the work will be especially welcome at Consulates, 
Legations, and Customs Offices, and we have no doubt it will be found a necessary book of reference by many private readers, ~'Thére 
aro some documents in it which will bye-and-byo call for especial notice. In the meantime we merely, sclnowledge the book, the 
subseription copies of which will, we understand, bo distributed next week, as quickly as they ean be profared.——W.-0. Herald. ° 
We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the much needed volume, “ Treaties between the Enipire of China ‘and Foreign 
Powers, &c.,” which, under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary of H.B.M.’s Legation at Peking, has been 
published at the North-China Herald office. Since 1860, the editor tells us, no attempt has beon made to bring together the greater 
portion of the various Treaties and Regulations which have been successively agree upon since that period. ‘The object of. he A 
presont volume is to rupply in s form adapted for easy reference, all treaties and regulations actually in forces from tho’ Nank 
‘Treaty between England and China signed in 1842; and a complete compendium of all the provisoes ‘under. which the- internati 
relations of the Chinese Government are conducted are now within reach. The whole are bound in a well-printed, compact volume, 
with an elaborate index of subjects, which will render it most useful... All foreigners in the far-east must have it, if; they’ would 
know thé precise terms of their residence and trading in China. —Shanghai Courier es Hrening Gazette,‘ «=. 

“The Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign:Powers. “Shanghai: The North-China Heréld Office ; London : Tribner 
and Co.—This work, to which we have already directed attention, will supply a want much felt atthe present time. It collects 
together all the treaties between China and Foreign Powers, and thus makes it easy to refer to our actual position upon any. given 
point, which it is impossible to ascertain without consulting other treaties as'in some cases we are entitled to more than is expressed 
in our own treaty, by virtue of the most favoured nation The present collection gives, in addition to the different treaties, 
the various regulations agreed upon from time to time ; and has also Sir Rutherford Aleock’s Convention of 1869,:and the Chefoo 
Agreoment, now urider consideration of the Government.—London and China Ezpress. Bsr Ser 


“NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE, 
Suamouar, 17th October, 1877. + 
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wo or three amall transactions in 2ail-Rod Iron are xeaorded at Tis 1.90 per pial for MM Crown, and Tie. 1.70 01.75 

Diy Zaad. there;isnd Putsineaaito note; and the quotations are‘purely nominal. 500 boxes of Tin Plates at Tis, 4.00 for Tin 
: and,” "ria, 380 for ‘unlinedsboxes. . All other metals remain much the same aa lant described with an exceedingly depressed market. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


‘Mar 25, 1878. 


Annrvats,—(Not reported above}—None other than coasters. 





Drrantones.—(Not reported above}—None other than coasters, 





‘The English mail steamer Lombardy takes about 225 bales of Srux and about 100 tons of Tz. 








ExemaNox.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 58. 324. Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight, 5s. 53d. First-class Credits to Bank, 5s. 62. 
Private and Documentary, 5s. 6a. a5, 6d. Ou Paris, Bank, 6.88 ; Private, 6.95. On India—Rombay Bank, Re. 3130314. Calcutta Bank, 
313.0314. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 28 per cont. disct. Private, 15 days’ sight, 26}. Bullion, Gold Bare, Poking, Shan; 
178.50 per bar of 10 Tis. Shaoghai weight. Bar Silver, Shanghai Tle. 111.25 per 100 Tis, Canton weight, Mexican doars, Shangbai 


‘Te, 72.975 per 100. Carolus, 86.10 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,415 per tael. 











SHARES. 
Smanonar, 25th May, 1878, 


ince the issue of our last report, no transactions are reported. We quote the rate 62 % 





Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
premium, nominal, 

China Coast Steam Navigation Co.—Shares are offering at $62, for 30th June. 

Shanghai Tug-Boat Association,—A lot has changed hands.at $101. 

Compagnie du Gaz.—A fow shares have been placed at 143. 

North-China Insurance Co,, 1878.—A share has been sold at 'F1,050. 

Yanglsce Insurance Association. —There have been. shares offering for sale during the week, but no. business has resulted, in consequence 
of the tightness of the money market. ‘This remark applies to other stocks also. 2 : 

China Fire Insurance Co—A transaction at $180, and exchange 723, is reported. 

Chinese Imperial Government Loan of 1877.—A few bonds have changed hands at £1013. 




















Posiriox Pex Last Rerowr. { Last Drvipunp, &e, ) Case Quotations, 

















































$1,000 | “$200 | $74,138.82 





SHARES. No. | Value. {Paid up, fa waa tikes (ies 
Reserve. |AANouae’| Date. | alleen [Moras Closing. 
Hongkong & Suneghai Book 
operation ® 40,000 | $125} $125 | $1,000,000) $11,234.72|81 Dec. 77] #41 [10 Feb.78) 62% prem. nom. 
shaoghaiStenm Warignion © 
anghai Steam Navigatic 10.| 
in Liquidation) -..-<o:| 22,600 100] 17 | [s0Dee. 7 204 
China Coast Steam Navigation 
Co. "| 5,000 | 100} 100 al 
ShanghiaiZug Boat Association} 900} 7100 | 100 101 
Docks. | 
Shanghai Dock C 440 | 2500 | 32500 1 Dee. 77 212} 
Pootiing Dock Co, 950 | 100} 100 Sune 90 
Shangbi 1,500] 100! 100 | 723,640.30; 1 Dee. 76 45 
Compaguie du Gaz 500 | 100} #100 | 34,515.76) 1,083.37)81 Dee. 77 13 
Insurance ( Marine.) | 
China Traders’ Iusurance Co. ! 

Limited 600 [1,666.67 $500 | $125,000.00) g35,078.00)30.Ayt. 77} 42% July 72]1,180 
North-China Ius. Co., 1875/77) (£257, 900.42 1,010,494.62:31 Dee. m5 \27 Apl. 78) 275 ex div. nom. 
Do.” 1878 | 1,000 | 2,000 | 2600 | 1,050 

Union Ia, Society of Canton ..| "500 | $2,500 | $500 | $210,500.00 $119,003.38)31 Dec. 76) -, |1885 
Yaugtazensurauce Association} 1,200 | "¥850 | 2950 (534,144.48) 74,285.09]15 Apr. 78) X60 prahare|15 Jan. 78| ‘645 nom. 
Chit Tnsurauce Co., Limited) 1,500 [30 Dec. 76, *6% | LJan. 78} 270 

000 






































Insurance (Fire. ) | | 
Hongkong Fire Iu. Co., Limited] 2,000 | $1,000 | $200 | $632,302.00, $260,157.58)20 Dec. 77|+886.75 p.ab.20 Feb. 78) 700 
China Fire In, Co., Limited ...] 4,000 | ~ $500 | $100 | $346,896.00) $145,719.72/90 Dec. 77) +12 % 81 Dee. 77| 180 
Miscellaneous ; : : 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...| 2150 | 100 | F100; ¥5,000.00 £557.91]30 Dee. 76] 6% [15 Mar.78! 125 
LOANS. Amount of Loan. | Nominal Debesie| Rate of Interest.| When Payable. Closing. 
Shanghai Mun, Debenturos—Issue 1872} 28,700.00 100.00 | 8% 30th April & Bist Oct. | 104 Nominal. 
Do. 1873| 21,000.00 100.00 ” 30th June & Slat Dee. | 100 4, 
Do. 1875, 42,800.00 100.00 «| » &3let Dee. | 105 5, 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures... ¥ 17,000.00 F 25.00 | 5 . 124 
‘Do. Preference do. % 5,362.50 ¥ 37.50 | sy 20 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan 1874). £ 627,615 £100 | 8% 30th June & 3lst Dee. | £105 ,, 
Do. do. is7il_£1,60,276 £ 100 8% 28th Feb. & Bist Ang. | £1017 
* For half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 








Wearner.—The weather during the week has heon variable and warm. Monday was dull and oppressive ; Tuesday and Wednesday 
fine ; on Tharsday a good deal of rain fell, lasting nearly throughout tho day. The clouds cleared, however, towards evening, and yesterday 
and to-day, notwithstanding’ bright «an, the temperature was enjoyable. —The thermomeber during the week, hae ranged from 56 to 80. 
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